SAINT BASIL the GREAT
Ukrainian Catholic Parish

Парафія СВ. ВАСИЛІЯ
ВЕЛИКОГО УГКЦ

_________________________________________________________________________

202 HARCOURT STREET, WINNIPEG, MB R3J 3H3
Parish Office: 204-837-4180
Parish Hall: 204-889-9057
Rev. Fr. Mykhaylo Khomitskyy Cell: (204) 390-7521
SUNDAY, April 24, 2022

Email Address Stbasilpriest@gmail.com

SUNDAY LITURGY

THE SUNDAY OF SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE:

9:00 a.m. Children’s Catechism
10:00 a.m. English/Ukrainian
Office Hours (Tues. & Thurs.)
11:00 am – 2:00 pm
CONFESSIONS Before Liturgies
BAPTISM By appointment
FUNERALS By arrangement
MARRIAGES: By appointment at
least six months in advance
WEBSITE: www.saintbasilwpg.ca
PARISH OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS:

Many people today are frustrated in their efforts in finding a purpose
in their lives. They
are so involved in material things that they lose all sense of priorities
and values and end up in a self-serving response to the question,
“What is the purpose of life?” “Who is the Lord of my life?” The answer should be clear cut: “Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?”

The example of Saint Thomas in today’s gospel should remove all
doubt since he had physical proof before he would accept even the
testimony of the other apostles, who testified to the truth of the resurrection of Jesus. However, coming face to face with Jesus Himself
parish@saintbasilwpg.ca and having placed his fingers into Jesus’ wounds at Jesus’ request, he
responded with the memorable words: “My Lord and my God.”
ВІТАЄМО! WELCOME! To
all those who are tired and
Jesus’ response to his proclamation of faith should remain a lasting
need rest, to all who mourn testimony for those who doubt, “You have seen Me; you have beand need comfort, to all
lieved. Blessed are they who have not seen and yet have believed.”
who are friendless and
The concluding words of Saint John’s gospel should also confirm those
need friendship, to all who
who struggle with unbelief in the resurrection of Jesus: “Many other
are discouraged and need
signs Jesus also worked in the sight of His disciples. Only these are
hope, to all who are hopewritten that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
less and need sheltering
and that believing, you may have life in His name.”
love, to all who sin and
need a Saviour, this Church
opens wide its doors in the
name of the Lord Jesus
Christ!

Happy is that person to whom spiritual discernment is given to receive the great truth revealed by God concerning the higher life. Then
that person’s life-path will stretch before him, cleared from uncertainty and brightened with hope and promise in life.
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Time
24 April, Sunday
St. Thomas
Artos & Myrovannya
25 April.,
Monday

Feast or Intention, requested by

9:00 AM

Children’s Catechism

9:30 AM

Rosary

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy (Only one Liturgy)

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy Health & Blessings for Lorne & Vicky Woychyshyn by Stella
Swereda
Parish Council Meeting ON ZOOM

6:30 PM
8:00 PM
10:00 AM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook
Divine Liturgy Health & Blessings for Margaret Antonyshen by Jean Derhak

11 AM—5 PM

PRAYER VIGIL

8:00 PM
10:00 AM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy Health & Blessings for Stan & Adeline Shymansky by Rev. Deacon Leon & Olga Twerdun

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy for Health and safety for Khomitski & Bezkorovayni families in
Ukraine by Anne Lamothe

8:00 PM
8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook
Rosary—Jesus Prayer—Live stream on Facebook

1May, Sunday

9:00 AM

Children’s Catechism (Last day of Catechism)

Sunday of
the Myrrhbearing
Women

9:30 AM

Rosary

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy

2:00 PM

Morden Divine Liturgy & Easter Dinner

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

26 April.,
Tuesday
27 April.,
Wednesday

28 April.,
Thursday
29 April, Friday
30 April, Saturday

Divine Liturgy for the souls of Tony Lamothe & Maria & Amanda Kuryk by Anne
Lamothe

From now and on—ONE DIVINE LITURGY on SUNDAY starting April 24th.
St Thomas Sunday!
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God’s Blessings for your
Happiest Birthday
Lorraine Marquis (25),
Cassandra Musick (27), Kevin Szwaluk
(29), Leon Wartzaba (30)
МНОГАЯ ЛІТА !

SANCTUARY LIGHT burns eternally to indicate the presence of the Holy Eucharist
In the tabernacle.
The Sanctuary light can be reserved , please contact
the office at 204-837-4180.

Church Custodians
April—Gerry Skochyles, Linda Gardner, Noelle Richardson

Tatsa counters

Dear Parishioners, Please contact me, Diane Pinuta - 204-774-1350
to help clean the church for a month in 2022.

April --Rose Olynyk, Loraine Marquis/Lysak and Tony
Sklar

Thank you to Gerry Skochyles, Tony Sklar, Linda Gardener, Gus Groen for helping me with the Easter tomb
and cross set up and dismantling the tomb later and putting everything away. God Bless everyone for being
there to help. - Pearl Groen

Distribution of the Holy Communion. When you approach to receive the Holy
Communion, please open your mouth to receive the most Blessed Body & Blood of
our Savior, and when Father is removing the stick (tongue depressor) please
close your mouth in order to remove & clean all the blessed particles from the
stick. Thank you for your understanding!

EASTER GIFT OF LOVE!
Christ is Risen - Христос Воскрес! ДЯКУЄМО - THANK YOU!
On behalf of His Grace Metropolitan Lawrence and myself, we wish to
express our gratitude to St. Basil's Parishioners for your thoughtful
greetings, encouraging words and your generous gift of love. May Risen
Lord continue to bless you and your families with peace, hope and love
each and every day of your lives.
~ Fr. Mykhaylo

Anointing and distribution of the Artos (in a safe way) On Sunday, April 24th
If you sick or feel unwell, please stay at home and pray with us virtually! Please, wear your masks in a public places! Thank you for understanding

St. Basil’s UCWLC News
Dear UCWLC members! Our next meeting will be on Wednesday May 11,2022 at 6:00
pm following Moleben to Blessed Virgin Mary at 5:30pm
In Christ, Linda Gardner
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HOW CAN I HELP UKRAINE NOW!?
The Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of Canada, for some time, have trusted the Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) to assist the Church in Canada in offering support and aid to the Church in Ukraine. As the present crisis started to boil over several weeks ago, it became obvious that the people of Ukraine will need
emergency humanitarian aid - including medical supplies and services, refugee assistance, etc. Metropolitan
Lawrence has designated CNEWA as the primary vehicle for donations to be made to help Ukraine. All members of the faithful are asked to contact CNEWA directly (or with the help of their local parish council) to easily
make their donations online via the association. NOW

ENVELOPS ARE
AVAILIBLE IN OUR CHURCH

Also, if they prefer, donors may donate via
their home parish for aid to the victims of war
in Ukraine and to help the Refugee effort in
Europe and here in Winnipeg!
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GRATITUDE:

THANK YOU

To Pearl Groen & all volunteers who helped to prepare the tomb for Plaschanytsya.
To everyone who donated towards Easter Flowers.
To John Bazarkewich for preparing the Church Auditorium for blessings of Easter Baskets.
To Orest Kulchyski for making poles & stands for Ukrainian & Canadian flags
To all our parishioners, guests, visitors and all Christian people of the good will, who by their kindness share
time, talents and treasures, volunteering in an different ways, and supporting financially our parish community.
May the Almighty God bless and abundantly reward your time, care and generosity! “Remember, O Lord,
those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches and remembering the poor. Send down Your
mercy upon all of us!” Thank you very much!

PEROGY MAKING

To all of our wonderful volunteers, we hope you have a happy and Blessed
Easter (storm and all)
Our next perogy bee is slated for Tuesday April 26th,
Potato Peeling- Sunday April 24th, 6:00pm
This Photo by Unknown
Potato boiling and mashing Monday April 25th 9:00am
th
PEROGY MAKING TUESDAY APRIL 26 , 9:00am, your help is required, to fill the large amount of orders.

Submitted by the Perogy committee

Ukrainian Park will be selling seasonal passes for persons enjoying and using the park for recreational
purposes. If you have a lease with the park a pass will be provided. The seasonal pass fee is a nominal $20 for
the season. This will aid with off setting the upkeep and maintenance of the park. The passes are valid
starting on the May long weekend to October long weekend. Motor vehicles are required to display a valid
Ukrainian Park vehicle pass while visiting the Park. Motorcyclists must as well have a valid park entry pass in
their possession. Park passes must show the matching vehicle license plate number and be clearly displayed
in the vehicle’s windshield. Passes will be available at the park and staff will accept cash or cheque for purchase of pass. If you would like to purchase a pass paying with e-transfer please contact parkdirect@archeparchy.ca. This process requires 48 hr notice.
Taras Veryha, Chairperson for Ukrainian Park

$5.000

Total $7.100

Dear St. Basil’s Parishioners and Friends! We would like to inform you about humanitarian help for Ukraine. Last week, April 9th we submitted cheque of $5000 to
CNEWA (more info about this Catholic Charitable organization, please read
on p. 4). Your donation was directed through CNEWA to Exarchate of Odessa in
Ukraine, where is great need. We continue to collect money and we will send
in near future again.
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Sunday, April 24 - Sunday of St. Thomas
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death by death, and to those in the tombs giving life.
Tropar, tone 7: Though the tomb had been sealed,* from the tomb You arose, O Life and Christ our God.* Though the
door had been locked,* You appeared among the disciples, O Resurrection of all;* and thus You restored an upright spirit
for us* according to your great mercy.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and for ever and ever. Amen!
Kondak, tone 8: Thomas placed his restless hand* into your life-giving side, O Christ our God;* and since You entered,
although the doors were locked,* he cried out to You with the other apostles:* "You are my Lord and my God!"
Prokimen, tone 3: Great is our Lord and mighty in power; to his wisdom there is no limit.
Verse: Praise the Lord, for he is good; sing praise to our God, for he is gracious.
Epistle: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (5: 12 - 20)
In those days through the hands of the apostles, many signs and wonders occurred among the people. By mutual agreement they used to meet in Solomon's Portico. No one else dared to join them, despite the fact that the people held them in
great esteem. Nevertheless more and more believers, men and women in great numbers, we continually added to the
Lord. The people carried the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mattresses, so that when Peter passed by at
least his shadow might fall on one or another of them. Crowds from the towns around Jerusalem would gather, too, bringing their sick and those who were troubled by unclean spirits, all of whom were cured. The high priest and all his supporters (that is, the party of the Sadducees), filled with jealousy, arrested the apostles and threw them into the public jail. During the night, however, an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the jail, led them forth and said, "Go out now and take
your place in the temple precincts and preach to the people all about this new life."
Alleluia Verses: Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord, let us acclaim God, our Savior.
For God is the great Lord and the great king over all the earth.

Gospel: John 20: 19 - 31
On the evening of the first day of the week, even though the disciples had locked the doors of the place
where they were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood before them. "Peace be with you," he said.
"When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. At the sight of the Lord the disciples
rejoiced. "Peace be with you," he said again. "As the Father has sent me, so I send you." Then he
breathed on them and said: "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive men's sins, they are forgiven them; if
you hold them bound, they are held bound." It happened that one of the Twelve, Thomas (the name
means "Twin"), was absent when Jesus came. The other disciples kept telling him; "We have seen the
Lord!" His answer was, "I will never believe it without probing the nail prints in his hands, without putting my finger in the nail marks and my hand into his side.” A week later, the disciples were once more
in the room, and this time Thomas was with them. Despite the locked doors, Jesus came and stood before them. "Peace be with you," he said; then to Thomas: "Take your finger and examine my hands. Put
your hand into my side. Do not persist in your unbelief, but believe!" Thomas said in response, "My
Lord and my God!" Jesus then said to him: "You became a believer because you saw me. Blest are they
who have not seen and have believed." Jesus performed many other signs as well -- signs not recorded
here -- in the presence of his disciples. But these have been recorded to help you believe that Jesus is
the Messiah, the Son of God, so that through this faith you may have life in his name.
6
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Sunday, April 24 - Sunday of St. Thomas
Instead of ‘It is truly right....’: The angel cried out to the One full of grace:* “O chaste Virgin, rejoice!* And again I say,
rejoice!* Your Son has risen from the tomb on the third day* and raised the dead.”* Let all people rejoice!* Shine, shine, O
New Jerusalem,* for the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!* Exalt now and be glad, O Sion!* And you, O chaste Mother
of God, take delight* in the resurrection of your Son.
Communion Hymn: Glorify the Lord O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
“Christ is risen…” replaces: “Blessed is he who comes…,’ ‘We have seen the true light,’ “May our mouths be filled,’
‘Blessed be the name of the Lord,’ and ‘Glory be to the Father….’ at the dismissal.
At the conclusion of the Liturgy, “Christ is risen…” is sung three times, with the addition of “And to us He grants
life eternal, let us bow to his third day resurrection.”

On behalf of all newly arrived
Ukrainian families - huge THANK
YOU goes to Maureen Carr and
her helpers - ladies of Carmen
MB, for 74 quilts (up to today
they made over 300), which now
will warm the hearts & souls of
all Ukrainian families fleeing
from the war. We already distributed few of them and the
rest we delivered to UNF
(collection centre from Ukrainian Congress) on Main St. Also
THANK YOU to St. Basil’s family
who donated house hold items
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CANADA-WIDE PRAYER FOR UKRAINE - APRIL 24th
In solidarity with the Ukrainian Bishops of Canada we invite you to join with The Canadian Council of Churches
on April 24, which is Pascha (Easter Sunday on the Julian calendar), to proclaim together that Christ is Risen,
that love overcomes fear, and that life overcomes death and destruction.
We invite all worshipping communities to pray for peace and to ring your church bells at 12 noon your time (or
offer some other liturgical action appropriate in your community) as a sign and celebration of hope.
Three Prayers for Ukraine
(Churches are invited to choose any one.)
Prayer I
O God of love, we pray for the people of Ukraine,
the frail and the elderly,
the women and children who are left alone,
grieving families with loved ones who have fallen,
and the multitudes who have lost everything.
O God of peace, how we long that violence will cease,
that the machines of war,
will be transformed into implements of peace.
Be with the leaders of this world,
that their decisions will be keenly oriented
towards a just and lasting peace.
O God of compassion, open our hearts,
to care for the refugees who may come to our shores
and the needy stranger in our midst.
For Christ's sake. Amen.
Prayer II
O Lord God of powers, and God of our salvation, O God, who alone work wonders:
look down with mercy and compassion on Your humble servants,
and out of love for mankind hearken and have mercy on us and on the land of Ukraine.
Visit Your mercies and compassions upon Your humble servants,
those who defend Ukraine and her much-suffering people,
and hear us who fall down before Your deep compassion.
For You are the health and victory and salvation of them that put their hope in You,
and unto You do we send up glory: to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever,
and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
Prayer III
God of peace and justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine
today.
We pray for peace and the laying down
of weapons.
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We pray for all those who fear for
tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw
near to them.
We pray for those with power over war
or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and
compassion to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious
children, at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince
of Peace.
Amen.
Additional Ideas for Observing the Day of Prayer for Ukraine and Peace for the World...
Reading Psalm 34(35 Septuagint numbering)
Praying the Lord's Prayer in the language(s) of our heart
Doing justice, loving one another as Christ loves us, and working for peace are central to the mission of God's
people in the world [1]
Remembering, this day and every day, all who suffer from violence, war and destruction
As we have been blessed, giving generously to the charity of your choice to support the humanitarian response in Ukraine and other areas of conflict in our common home
Organizing to assist and welcome the Ukrainians and others who have been uprooted from their communities and are now searching for a new place to call home
Ringing your church bells at 12:00 PM (local time zone) to proclaim that Christ is Risen, that life has overcome death, and that love has overcome fear
In Christ,
+ Lawrence (Huculak), Ukrainian Catholic Archeparch of Winnipeg, Metropolitan, UCC
+ Ilarion (Rudnyk), Bishop of Edmonton and the Western Eparchy, Locum Tenens of the Metropolitan Cathedral of the UOCC
+ David (Motiuk), Ukrainian Catholic Eparch of Edmonton, Administrator of the New Westminster Eparchy,
UCC
+ Andriy (Peshko), Bishop of Toronto and the Eastern Eparchy of the UOCC
+ Bryan (Bayda), Ukrainian Catholic Eparch of Saskatoon, Administrator of Toronto and Eastern Canada, UCC
Rev. Dr. Das Sydney, President, The Canadian Council of Churches
Pastor Peter Noteboom, General Secretary, The Canadian Council of Churches
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Processions

Matins

Easter Sunday

The 2022 Manitoba Walk for Life will take place on Saturday May 28 at 10 AM in the K. R. Barkman Park in Steinbach MB. Participants will be able to listen to pro-life speakers, join the walk,
enjoy a bbq hotdog, and show support for a culture of life!
To facilitate travel to Steinbach, CLC has chartered a bus and we will meet adjacent to the former
Sears Department Store in Polo Park. The bus will leave Winnipeg for Steinbach at 8:30 AM and
will subsequently depart from Steinbach at approximately 1:30 PM to return to Winnipeg. The cost
of a round trip ticket is only $10.00. Those who would like to reserve a space on the bus should
contact: Maria or Carol Slykerman at 204-452-2459 and provide your name, address and phone
number.
We hope to see you there.
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR: Monsignor Michael, Deacon
Mykola, Bohdan & Anna, Ed & Sylvia, Sam, Dianne, Isiah, Stefan, Lorne, Olga, Dominic K., Ed, Helen P., Irene, Nadine, Olga,
Ed T., Shirley, William, Cheryl, Margaret H., Helen, Dorothy L.,
Mary T, David P. Iryna H,. Nellie J., Evelyn L., Pat C. Walter D,
Fr. Michael Fr. Darren K., Fr. Allan W., K. Ed & Frances Y., Catherine Y., Jasen D. Stanley S, ALL UKRAINIANS in time of WAR … and all members of our
parish family and those who are not able to join actively in our community, your families, relatives, friends,
neighbors, governments and armed forces, especially the shut-in or those in the hospitals, traveling, working or
studying, nursing and senior homes, seeking God’s answer to their prayers or those rejoicing with God’s answer; your spiritual fathers, those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries; those called to their eternal reward
and for the family they leave behind; widows and widowers, orphans, homeless, those who love us and those
who hate, use & hurt us; and all people who have asked us pray for them. Please, also in your kindness keep
praying those daily for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Remember to ask for special blessings to
all Christian families and yourselves! REMINDER for families of individuals, who are admitted to hospital - If
you or a family member is admitted to hospital and you wish to have a priest visit, please be sure to have someone call our parish rectory office to make this request. Your pastor may have no other way of knowing that you
are in hospital, as per privacy legislation.

CANADIAN & UKRAINIAN FLAGS for St. BASIL’S
Church
Last week we bought two flags
for our Church,. We paid $150
with one condition that all money will go to Ukraine. If anyone
of you would like to donate this
flags on behalf of your family (that means your donation will go to Ukraine)—we will be very much
appreciated. Thank you! Glory to Ukraine.
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Save the date: Fr Filipow Council Knights of Columbus (St.
Nicholas Parish) will be hosting
a Garage Sale on Friday and
Saturday June 3 and 4 in the
Church Hall to raise funds for humanitarian relief in
Ukraine. Anyone wishing to donate anything (other
than appliances or clothing) to be sold for this fund
raiser, is asked to call Peter Muzyka at (204) 7912276. Items can be dropped off at the Hall on Saturday May 14, 21, 28 from 11am-2pm and Thursday
June 2 from 11am-7pm.

Good Friday

Children’s Station of the Cross on Good Friday

Blessings of
Easter Baskets on Holy
Saturday
April 16th,
2022
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Easter Service in Morden,
April 16th, 2022

Basic Guidelines for Reception of Holy Communion
You are a member of the Catholic Church; You have participated in the Sacrament of Confession at least during the Easter
or Christmas seasons this past year if not more frequently; You attend Divine Services regularly; Your lifestyle is consistent
with the teaching of the Catholic Church; You have kept the Liturgical fast – no food at least one hour prior to the Divine
Liturgy (water and medicine does not break the fast). You have been in church from the beginning of the service, or at
least heard the Gospel. To the best of your ability, you are in the state of Grace. If for any of these or other reasons you
cannot receive Holy Communion, you are welcome to come for a blessing. Please indicate to the priest that you would
like to receive his blessing. For those who are divorced and living common-law the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist cannot
be received. You are welcome to come for a blessing. (If you are divorced with a Church annulment, and remarried in the
13 the Holy Sacraments.)
Church you are more than welcome to receive

13

EASTER PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV
Christ is Risen!

Beloved in Christ!

This year we approach the Pascha of Christ in the midst of particular challenges, suffering, cruelty, indignities, and ruin. For
our people, in Ukraine and abroad, it would seem that the cross of our Lord was abruptly thrust upon our shoulders from
the very beginning of Great Lent, and we have already been carrying it not for a day or two, a week or two, but continuously, day and night. For us, Holy Friday has become our daily bread, our everyday reality, and we do not know when the glorious day of victory over evil, hate, and violence will come. However, precisely today our Lord calls on us to have no doubt in
the victory of light over darkness, life over death, truth over falsehood, and He assures us of His love and grace. From Him,
our Risen Saviour, we draw strength in the midst of our suffering today. He is the source of our hope. Therefore, together
with the apostle Paul, we say today: "We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair...
For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in
our mortal flesh" (2 Cor. 4:8,11). In that spirit with confidence, we greet one another with the victorious salutation: Christ is
risen! Truly, He is risen!
You have descended into the depths of the earth, O Christ...
In His suffering and death on the cross, Christ descends into the depths of our fallen human nature. Accepting the worst
cruelty-betrayal, unlawful condemnation, mockery, spitting, strikes in the face, scourging, and killing (see Mk. 10:33-34), the
Son of God takes upon Himself all the consequences of human sin. He touches the furthest distance from God, the worst
human downfall, the greatest defacement of dignity, for which mankind was created. Possibly, this week in the context of
war, when we read or listened to the Passion Gospels, we especially felt and experienced all that our Lord underwent for
our salvation.
At the same time we have become aware of how human nature remains fallen, how the devil continues to control human
beings, who have no God in their hearts. He who sows hatred and instigates war against one's neighbour, opposes the
Almighty. All war is a clear manifestation of the ruinous, murderous action of the devil, for only the evil one is able to spread
fear and carry death in such a manner, is able to inflict such wounds, and destruction, and pain, and loss. And even when
the path to recovery and healing of trauma may seem distant, closed, or unpassable for those suffering, we must remember that with the Risen Christ there is nothing that cannot be conquered or healed.
The war of russia against Ukraine is the latest war of a prison of nations that seeks to reestablish itself before our very
eyes. The occupier once again brings to us chains, with which entire generations of our ancestors were fettered. The
chains that bound the arms of cossacks who built Saint Petersburg. The chains that for centuries bound the intellectual and
ecclesial life of Ukraine. The chains of serfs, chains of the Holodomor, chains of millions of deported and exiled Ukrainians,
whose bones are strewn across the vast Siberian expanse "to the ends of the earth." The ideologues of russia's war
against Ukraine state openly that our existence is a mistake of history-one that must be rectified precisely through "eternal
bonds" of death and destruction. This is a war against the very right of the Ukrainian people to its own history, language,
and culture, to its own independent country, its own existence.
From a spiritual perspective it has become clear how our aggressive neighbour is unable to cast aside his false idols and
how in them he continues to pursue his greatness at our cost. With his cruise missiles, bombs, and artillery shells, he seeks
to instill fear, to drive us into the depths of the earth and non-existence, to bind us with eternal chains. And precisely in
those underground shelters a miracle takes place-one of common prayer, selfless help of neighbour, unbroken spirit, and of
demonstrating the power of the presence of God.
And have broken the eternal bonds which held the captive...
Our traditional icon of Christ's Resurrection is the icon of the Descent into Hades. On it we find depicted the dislodged
doors of hell and the broken chains of sin. The Resurrection of Christ is a feast of victory-victory of life over death, of Divine
truth over diabolical falsehood, of love over hate. One of our soldiers wrote on his helmet the following prayer: "God, if I am
killed on the field of battle, take me into paradise, for I have already been in hell!" In His resurrection Christ emerges not
only from the empty tomb, but from the depths of hell and from deadly captivity for humankind. He emerges not alone, but
by taking our forebearers Adam and Eve by the hand, he leads all humanity out of the bonds of death. He takes the hand of
our soldiers and volunteers, our civilian population, who have seen the hell of russian occupation-he takes the hand of
Ukraine and leads it to resurrection, filling it with the paschal joy of the victorious hymn, "Christ is risen!" Cont’d next page
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Today, when Ukraine is defending itself against an insidious foe, more than ever we
are called to spiritual warfare, remembering that evil can only be overcome by good.
Saint Paul reminds us that we must be cautious, so that in the midst of the horrors of
war we remain human and not fall into the devil's trap of malice and hate: "For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery... For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: 'You shall love your neighbor as
yourself'" (Gal. 5:1,14). And then he encourages each of us to open up to Divine
grace and allow the Holy Spirit to bear His life-giving fruit: "But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no
law" (Gal. 5:22-23).
Pascha is the feast of the victory of love over hatred, of joy over sorrow, of peace over war, of patience over panic, of
kindness over anger, of faithfulness over betrayal, of gentleness over unrest, of self-control over voracity. Pascha is the
victory of spirit over flesh, of truth over mendacity, of life over death. Christ rose from the tomb in order to raise up and
grant victory to those, who have been swallowed up by death, slavery, and degradation, as once was Jonah by the
whale.
And like Jonah from the whale on the third day, You arose from the tomb!
What an irony it is that the enemy planned to celebrate his victory in the capital city of Kyiv in three days! He thought that
he would quickly swallow up an entire people, but his insidious plans were broken by the heroism of our armed forces. In
reality, it is Christ, risen on the third day from the tomb, who grants us who believe in His resurrection, faith in victory over
hell and death. St. John Chrysostom, in his paschal sermon, notes that the enemy of the human race "took a body, and
met God face to face. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took that which was seen, and fell upon the unseen."
Similarly, our enemy took what he saw, but fell because of what he failed to see-the power of the spirit, faith, and love of
our people! Our victory, the victory of Ukraine, flows from the power of the risen Christ, who leads us out of the depths of
the horrors of war and death, who breaks the eternal bonds and victoriously leads us to life. To celebrate the Pascha of
Christ in a time of war is to already taste our victory. Let us have no doubt!
The one who brings death is destined for defeat because Ukraine is celebrating Pascha! Again, John Chrysostom, echoing the words of the Apostle of the Gentiles (see 1 Cor. 15:55), proclaims: "O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen,
and you are overthrown. Voskres Khrystos, and the demons are fallen. Anesti Chrystos, and the angels rejoice. Christ is
risen, and life flows freely." The one who sought to enslave us by death is already defeated, for his main weapons of
colonization and aggression have been destroyed by Christ Himself through His death on the cross and glorious Resurrection.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! Today I extend to all of you my fatherly and brotherly embrace, and share with you
the joy of Pascha. I embrace all who fight on different fronts-spiritual and physical, especially our unbreakable soldiers,
our dedicated pastors, and tireless volunteers. I embrace with paschal joy all who have been forced to leave their home
and even their native land, and pray for your speedy return in a time of peace, which will surely arrive. I embrace in prayer all the wounded, so that in your suffering you feel the support, love, and gratitude of an entire nation, but especiallyGod's grace and constant love. I greet all who all over the world support and assist Ukraine, in efforts both great and
small. As a world community we have shown ourselves to be like a beehive, where each of us senses in spirit what he or
she must do in the face of danger. I embrace those who are in occupied territories, in areas of military engagement-those
who do not have the possibility to prepare an Easter basket and who sing "Christ is risen!" under the roar of cannons and
exploding shells. In the hope of the resurrection, I cry and weep with all who lament their dead, from the ranks of the
armed forces, and from the civilian population. May each of us today sense hope in a bright future in peace and harmony,
for the Resurrection of Christ is the source of peace. May the rich symbolism of our traditional pysanka remind us that the
Risen Lord is the source of heavenly gifts, of joy, goodness, victory, and eternal life.
I embrace with a fatherly love all the clergy, religious, and faithful in Ukraine and throughout the world, and sincerely wish
you all a blessed Easter feast, a tasty sharing of our traditional blessed egg, and a Paschal joy that is full of light.
The grace of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
+ SVIATOSLAV
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Message of His Beatitude Sviatoslav. April 20th. 56th day of war
Today is Wednesday 20 April 2022 and Ukraine is already experiencing 56 days of
nationwide confrontation, fighting, resistance against the Russian aggressor.
Ukraine has experienced a dramatic day and night. Heavy, bloody battles are going on
in the east of our homeland, in particular, in the Donbas, in Slobodianshchyna, in the
south of our homeland.
Especially in these days, we pray, worry, and fight for our glorious Mariupol, which
heroically opposes the enemy. Mariupol today appeals to the conscience of Ukraine
and the world for salvation, for opening the necessary humanitarian corridors in order to save people’s lives. More than 100,000 civilians are still trapped in this death
trap. For several days now, no humanitarian corridors have been opened. This is the task of all of us—in spiritual,
civil, diplomatic circles—to save the lives of people in Ukraine.
We are experiencing Holy Week in Ukraine. Today is Wednesday of Holy Week, a day that has a special theme.
The liturgy of this day brings to our attention a tragedy that happened among the Twelve Apostles.
Today we reflect on the “mystery of betrayal.” One of the apostles, Judas Iscariot, came to the spiritual authorities of Jerusalem and said, “What will you give me to deliver Him to you?” A disciple of Christ who witnessed the
miracles of Christ, who listened to His sermons every day. Together with the apostles, he accompanied our Saviour in all His journeys. He witnessed His prayer. He witnessed His good works, works of healing with respect to
all who were in need. Today he sells the One Who is without price.
And this phenomenon of betrayal, which the Holy Gospel describes to us, has two aspects:
The first aspect is the disciple’s attempt to use the teacher to achieve his own goal. We do not fully understand
what ruled Judas. But it was clear that it was not God’s thoughts that prevailed in his heart. And in the end,
when he saw that he could not use the teacher as a tool for his own purpose, he simply betrayed him.
The second aspect is to set a price for what is priceless. It so happens that a thief who steals never respects the
true value of the stolen item. He always tries to sell it for nothing. He thus devalues what he has taken from another. Today, by giving his Master over to suffering, the disciple does not simply devalue the One Whom he considered his teacher, he puts a price on human life. And, in fact, he puts a price on the One Who has no price,
Who is the Lord God Himself.
A tragedy, because the fruit of such betrayal, the fruit of such a trade in human life is death, it is the suicide of
this unfortunate man. Christ allows Himself to be betrayed. Christ says, “The Son of Man goes, as it is written of
Him, but woe to him through whom the Son of Man is betrayed.”
Obviously, today we ask ourselves: How do I live my life? Do I sometimes not have the temptation to betray? Or
sometimes, do I not try to put a price on the priceless, and to bargain something for my own gain?
War is a terrible moment when all secrets are revealed. Along with examples of heroism, we have examples of
barbarity. We have examples of betrayal. We see that even those whom our people considered their elected
officials, who were entrusted with power in Ukraine at the local level or were even elected as deputies to the
Verkhovna Rada, trade or bargained with Ukraine. Ukraine our Mother, our people who are fighting for their
right to life—they are invaluable. It is impossible to set a price for them. And what is human life worth, which is
priceless in God’s eyes?
Today we see how sometimes the invaders value human life less than the price of a mobile phone or a household kitchen appliance.
Today, on this day, we ask: O Lord, deliver us from the sin of betrayal and the sin of devaluing human life! O God,
forbid also the devaluation of God’s mercy, in relation to each of us! O God, send Your strength, Your grace to
the defenders of Ukraine, thanks to whom we see the morning today, and on this morning we are able to experience communion with God! O God, give strength to all of us to overcome all traitors! And by the power of fidelity to our oath, to our vocation, to accelerate, to bring the day of victory of Ukraine closer!
May the blessing of the Lord be upon you through His grace and love of humankind, always, now and ever, and
for ages of ages. Amen.
http://news.ugcc.ua
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