SAINT BASIL the GREAT
Ukrainian Catholic Parish

Парафія СВ. ВАСИЛІЯ
ВЕЛИКОГО УГКЦ

_________________________________________________________________________

Holy/Good Friday
SUNDAY, April 17, 2022

202 HARCOURT STREET, WINNIPEG, MB R3J 3H3
Parish Office: 204-837-4180
Parish Hall: 204-889-9057
Rev. Fr. Mykhaylo Khomitskyy Cell: (204) 390-7521
Email Address Stbasilpriest@gmail.com

SUNDAY LITURGY
9:00 a.m. Children’s Catechism
10:00 a.m. English/Ukrainian
Office Hours (Tues. & Thurs.)
11:00 am – 2:00 pm
CONFESSIONS Before Liturgies
BAPTISM By appointment
FUNERALS By arrangement
MARRIAGES: By appointment at
least six months in advance
WEBSITE: www.saintbasilwpg.ca
PARISH OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS:

parish@saintbasilwpg.ca
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Time
17 April, Sunday

EASTER
SUNDAY
18 April.,
Monday

7:45 AM

Prayer at the tomb—Nadhrobne

8:00 AM

Easter Matins, Divine Liturgy & Blessings Easter Baskets
Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Easter Baskets

11:00 AM
8:00 PM
10:00 AM
8:00 PM

19 April.,
Tuesday

Feast or Intention, requested by

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook
Easter Bright Monday Divine Liturgy for the souls of Veleda & Louis Lamothe
by Anne Lamothe
Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

10:00 AM

Easter Bright Tuesday—Divine Liturgy—Health & God’s Blessings for Vivenne
Forde by Anne Lamothe

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy For the souls of Phillip (16 yrs) & Mary (18 yrs) Rehaluk by Sylvia
Bohonos

6:40 PM

School of Catechism/Lectio Divina

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

4:00 PM

Divine Liturgy for the souls of Kelvin Tokaryk (16yrs) & Teenie Tokaryk (19 yrs)
by family

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy Health & God’s blessing for Carol Kulyk by Cassie Leganchuk &
family

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

23 April, Saturday

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer—Live stream on Facebook

24 April, Sunday

9:00 AM

Children’s Catechism

9:30 AM

Rosary

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy (Only one Liturgy)

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

20 April.,
Wednesday

21 April.,
Thursday
22 April, Friday

St. Thomas
Artos & Myrovannya

BLESSINGS OF EATER BASKETS will be held at St. Basil’s Church Auditorium on April 16th @ 12:00
PM, 1:00 PM and 1:30 PM. And after Liturgies on Easter Sunday!
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God’s Blessings for your
Happiest Birthday
Nicholas Prychitko (19), Greg Solomon
(23)

SANCTUARY LIGHT burns eternally to indicate the presence of the Holy Eucharist
In the tabernacle.
The Sanctuary light can be reserved , please contact
the office at 204-837-4180.

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА !
Church Custodians

Tatsa counters

April—Gerry Skochyles, Linda Gardner, Noelle Richardson

April --Rose Olynyk, Loraine Marquis/Lysak and Tony

Dear Parishioners, Please contact me, Diane Pinuta - 204-774-1350
to help clean the church for a month in 2022.

Sklar

St. Basil’s Income/Expenses for month of March, 2022
Beginning of this year, with the agreement of all Parish council members, we will inform you monthly on our financial situation.
Income = $9991,83 Expenses = $12,741.59 Shortfall = ($2,749.76)

Distribution of the Holy Communion. When you approach to receive the Holy
Communion, please open your mouth to receive the most Blessed Body & Blood of
our Savior, and when Father is removing the stick (tongue depressor) please
close your mouth in order to remove & clean all the blessed particles from the
stick. Thank you for your understanding!

SCHOOL OF CATECHIMS / LECTIO DIVINA We invite you all to deepen your
knowledge about our Byzantine Rite and to enrich your faith. We decided to alternate Catechsim with Lectio Divine! When EVERY SECOND WEDNESDAY. So next will be LECTIO
DIVINA on WEDNESDAY April 20 at 6:40 PM on ZOOM.
Meeting ID: 860 6773 0650
Passcode: Jesus
We are switching to ONE SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGY on APRIL 24th. St
Thomas Sunday!
Anointing and distribution of the Artos (in a safe way) On Sunday, April 24th
If you sick or feel unwell, please stay at home and pray with us virtually! Please, wear your masks in a public places! Thank you for understanding
No Fast on Friday, April 22nd, 2022. That is ZAHALNYTSYA. Time to rejoice and celebrate Pascha with our Lord
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HOW CAN I HELP UKRAINE NOW!?
The Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of Canada, for some time, have trusted the Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) to assist the Church in Canada in offering support and aid to the Church in Ukraine. As the present crisis started to boil over several weeks ago, it became obvious that the people of Ukraine will need
emergency humanitarian aid - including medical supplies and services, refugee assistance, etc. Metropolitan
Lawrence has designated CNEWA as the primary vehicle for donations to be made to help Ukraine. All members of the faithful are asked to contact CNEWA directly (or with the help of their local parish council) to easily
make their donations online via the association. NOW

ENVELOPS ARE
AVAILIBLE IN OUR CHURCH

Also, if they prefer, donors may donate via
their home parish for aid to the victims of war
in Ukraine and to help the Refugee effort in
Europe and here in Winnipeg!
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PRAYER AT THE HOLY SHROUD
O Lord Jesus Christ, our God, we thank You and we praise You as
our Savior and Benefactor, since You helped us, Your unworthy
servants, to pass through this holy and divine season of Lent; to
attain to the resurrection of Your friend, Lazarus, who remained in
his grave for four days; to reach to Your triumphant entry into Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey and, following the example of the Jewish children, to welcome You
with palm branches and cries, "Hosanna in the 'highest!"; to behold Your most holy and salutary
Passion; to venerate Your divine Crucifixion and burial according to the flesh in the hope of arriving
at Your most glorious and divine resurrection.
And now, in all humility, we prostrate ourselves and sincerely implore You for Your servants, who
came under this roof of Your holy temple: Receive their confession and their repentance as You
received the Publican's sighing and, for the sake of Your holy resurrection on the third day, forgive
them all their voluntary and involuntary sins, cleanse them as You did the repentant adulteress,
and receive them as You have received Peter, who, after having denied You, bitterly repented.
Place Your fear in their hearts, that they may honor You and love You with their whole heart and
walk according to Your holy will. Grant them to partake, without condemnation, of Your most pure
Body and of Your most precious Blood that they may be worthy to take part in Your heavenly kingdom with all the Saints.
The 2022 Manitoba Walk for Life will take place on Saturday May 28 at 10 AM in the K. R.
Barkman Park in Steinbach MB. Participants will be able to listen to pro-life speakers, join the
walk, enjoy a bbq hotdog, and show support for a culture of life!
To facilitate travel to Steinbach, CLC has chartered a bus and we will meet adjacent to
the former Sears Department Store in Polo Park. The bus will leave Winnipeg for Steinbach
at 8:30 AM and will subsequently depart from Steinbach at approximately 1:30 PM to return to
Winnipeg. The cost of a round trip ticket is only $10.00. Those who would like to reserve a
space on the bus should contact: Maria or Carol Slykerman at 204-452-2459 and provide your
name, address and phone number.
We hope to see you there.

$5.000

Total $7.100

Dear St. Basil’s Parishioners and Friends! We would like to inform you about humanitarian help for Ukraine. Last week, April 9th we submitted cheque of $5000 to
CNEWA (more info about this Catholic Charitable organization, please read
on p. 4). Your donation was directed through CNEWA to Exarchate of Odessa in
Ukraine, where is great need. We continue to collect money and we will send
5

Sunday, April 17
Easter Sunday
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death by death, and to those in the tombs giving life.
Third Antiphon: Let God arise and His enemies be scattered; let those who hate Him flee from His presence.
Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death by death, and to those in the tombs giving life.
As smoke vanishes, let them vanish, as wax melts from the presence of fire.
Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead....
So let sinners perish from the presence of God but let the righteous rejoice.
Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead....
At the Little Entrance: In assemblies bless God, the Lord, you who spring from Israel.
Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead....
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and for ever and ever. Amen!
Kondak, tone 8: Though You went down to the grave, immortal Lord,* You destroyed the power of Hades* and rose victorious, Christ our God.* You who said "Rejoice" to the myrrh-bearing women,* give peace to Your apostles* and offer resurrection to the fallen.
Instead of ‘Holy God....’: All you, who have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!
Prokimen, tone 8: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Verse: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love is everlasting.
Epistle: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (1: 1 - 8)
In my first account, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken up to heaven, having
first instructed the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit. In the time after his suffering he showed them in many
convincing ways that he was alive, appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking to them about the reign
of God. On one occasion when he met with them he told them not to leave Jerusalem: “Wait, rather, for the fulfillment of
my Father’s promise, of which you have heard me speak. John baptized with water, but within a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” While they were with him they asked, “Lord, are you going to restore the rule to Israel now?” His
answer was: “The exact time it is not yours to know. The Father has reserved that to himself. You will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes down on you; then you are to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, yes,
even to the ends of the earth.”
Alleluia Verses: Rise, take pity on Zion.
The Lord has looked down on earth from heaven.
Continued on next page
Basic Guidelines for Reception of Holy Communion
You are a member of the Catholic Church; You have participated in the Sacrament of Confession at least during the Easter or Christmas seasons this past year if not more frequently; You attend Divine Services regularly;
Your lifestyle is consistent with the teaching of the Catholic Church; You have kept the Liturgical fast – no food
at least one hour prior to the Divine Liturgy (water and medicine does not break the fast). You have been in
church from the beginning of the service, or at least heard the Gospel. To the best of your ability, you are in
the state of Grace. If for any of these or other reasons you cannot receive Holy Communion, you are welcome
to come for a blessing. Please indicate to the priest that you would like to receive his blessing. For those who
are divorced and living common-law the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist cannot be received. You are welcome
to come for a blessing. (If you are divorced with a Church annulment, and remarried in the Church you are
more than welcome to receive the Holy Sacraments.)
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Sunday, April 17

Easter Sunday

Gospel: John 1: 1 - 17
In the beginning was the Word; and the Word was in God’s presence, and the Word was God.
He was present to God in the beginning, through him all things came into being, and apart from him nothing came
to be.
Whatever came to be in him, found life, life for the light of men. The light shines on in darkness, a darkness that
did not overcome it.
There was a man named John sent by God, who came as a witness to testify to the light, so that through him all
men might believe.
But only to testify to the light, for he himself was not the light. The real light which gives light to every man was
coming into the world.
He was in the world, and through him the world was made, yet the world did not know who he was. To his own he
came, yet his own did not accept him.
Any who did accept him he empowered to become children of God. These are they who believe in his name.
Begotten not by blood, nor by carnal desire, nor by man’s willing it, but by God.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we have seen his glory; the glory of an only Son
coming from the Father, filled with enduring love.
John testified to him by proclaiming: “This is he of whom I said, The one who comes after me ranks ahead of me,
for he was before me.“
Of his fullness we have all had a share -- love following upon love.
For while the law was given through Moses, this enduring love came through Jesus Christ.
Instead of ‘It is truly right....’: The angel cried out to the One full of grace:* “O chaste Virgin, rejoice!* And again I
say, rejoice!* Your Son has risen from the tomb on the third day* and raised the dead.”* Let all people rejoice!*
Shine, shine, O New Jerusalem,* for the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!* Exalt now and be glad, O Sion!*
And you, O chaste Mother of God, take delight* in the resurrection of your Son.
Communion Hymn: Receive the Body of Christ; partake of the source of immortality. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
“Christ is risen…” replaces: “Blessed is he who comes…,’ ‘We have seen the true light,’ “May our mouths be filled,’
‘Blessed be the name of the Lord,’ and ‘Glory be to the Father….’ at the dismissal.
At the conclusion of the Liturgy, “Christ is risen…” is sung three times, with the addition of “And to us He grants life eternal,
let us bow to his third day resurrection.”

PEROGY MAKING

To all of our wonderful volunteers, we hope you have a happy
and Blessed Easter (storm and all)
Our next perogy bee is slated for Tuesday April 26th,
Potato Peeling- Sunday April 24th, 6:00pm
Potato boiling and mashing Monday April 25th 9:00am
This Photo by Unknown AuPEROGY MAKING TUESDAY APRIL 26th, 9:00am, your help is required, to fill the large
amount of orders.

Submitted by the Perogy committee
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May 2022
Sun

Mon

1 Sunday of the Myrrh-bearing women 2 10:00 am Divine Litur9:00 am Children’s CatechismLast
day of Catechism

9:30 am Rosary
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
8 Sunday of the Paralytic Mother’s
Day
9:30 am Rosary
10:00 am Divine Liturgy for all Parishioners

gy ______________

Tue
3 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

4 12:00 D

_________________

_______
1:00 PM
6:30 PM

7:00 PM Akathist to
Mother of God

7:00 PM
of Catec

9 10:00 am Divine Litur-

10 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

11 10:00

gy ______________

_____________________

gy
_______

7:00 PM Akathist to
Mother of God

6:30 PM

15 Sunday of Samaritan Woman
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
9:30 am Rosary
10:00 am Divine Liturgy for all
Parishioners

16

17 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

18 10:00

5:00 pm Divine Liturgy
__________________

_________________

gy_____
6:30 PM

22 Man Born Blind

23

9:30 am Rosary
10:00 am Divine Liturgy for all Parishioners

6:00 PM Parish Council Meeting

Happy Long
weekend

29 Nicean Fathers

30 10:00 am Divine Lit-

9:30 am Rosary
10:00 am Divine Liturgy for all Parishioners

urgy_______________

2:00 PM Morden

8

7:00 PM
of Catec

24 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

25

____________________

6:00 pm
with Mo

11:00 am to 5:00 pm Prayer
Vigil

40th Birth
Mykhaylo
ria & Dom

31 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Grandfather +Volodymyr Bezkorovaynyy (May 31st, 2010)by
Khomitski family

2 Травень
Wed

Divine Liturgy
_______________
M UCWLC Meeting
M Moleben to BVM

Thu

Fri

Sat

5 12:00 pm Divine Liturgy_______________
1:00 PM K of C
Meeting

6 10:00 am Divine Litur-

7 10:00 Divine Liturgy

gy God’s Blessings for ALL
MOTHERS by Anne Lamothe

+Ernie Tymofichuk (1.5 year )
by wife Elaine

12 10:00 am Divine Lit-

13 10:00 am Divine Lit-

14

urgy

urgy
_______________

M Online School
chism

0 am Divine Litur-

___________

____________________

10:00 AM First Holy Confession!

M Moleben to BVM

0 am Divine Litur- 19 10:00 am Divine Lit- 20 10:00 am Divine Lit_____________
urgy
urgy +Phillip (16 yrs) &
M Moleben to BVM + John & Anna Labay by +Mary (18 yrs) Rehaluk by

M Online School
chism

m Divine Liturgy
oleben to BVM

day Blessings for Fr.
by Iryna, Anna, Maminic

Marusia Labay

Sylvia Bohonos

26 Feast of the Ascension
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
for all parishioners

27 10:00 am Divine Lit-

urgy
____________________
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21

28

Bountiful tables of baking and goodies at EASTER BAKING SALE—April10th, 2022.
A huge Thank you goes to organizers & ALL Ladies & Gentlemen of St. Basil’s Parish. Special Thank you to Nadiya Khrustavka and everyone who helped. God bless
you all. It was a very successful event!
REPORT ON BAKE SALE!
Paskas , Babkas ------ $715.00
Perogies, Cabbage Rolls, Sausage
Rings ,Beet Horseradish ——$ 1761.00
Bake Sale Items ----- $ 1486.00
Parishioners cash Donations ----$ 610.00 total

Total from the
bake sale
as $4572.00

Yard Sign Sales ----------$ 1380.00
We still have more for sale!
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Thank you everyone
who participated and
supported this event

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR: Monsignor Michael, Deacon
Mykola, Bohdan & Anna, Ed & Sylvia, Sam, Dianne, Isiah, Stefan, Lorne, Olga, Dominic K., Ed, Helen P., Irene, Nadine, Olga,
Ed T., Shirley, William, Cheryl, Margaret H., Helen, Dorothy L.,
Mary T, David P. Iryna H,. Nellie J., Evelyn L., Pat C. Walter D,
Fr. Michael Fr. Darren K., Fr. Allan W., K. Catherine Y., Jasen D.
Stanley S, ALL UKRAINIANS in time of WAR … and all members of our parish family and those
who are not able to join actively in our community, your families, relatives, friends, neighbors, governments
and armed forces, especially the shut-in or those in the hospitals, traveling, working or studying, nursing and
senior homes, seeking God’s answer to their prayers or those rejoicing with God’s answer; your spiritual fathers, those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries; those called to their eternal reward and for the family they
leave behind; widows and widowers, orphans, homeless, those who love us and those who hate, use & hurt us;
and all people who have asked us pray for them. Please, also in your kindness keep praying those daily for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Remember to ask for special blessings to all Christian families and
yourselves! REMINDER for families of individuals, who are admitted to hospital - If you or a family member is
admitted to hospital and you wish to have a priest visit, please be sure to have someone call our parish rectory
office to make this request. Your pastor may have no other way of knowing that you are in hospital, as per privacy legislation.

CANADIAN & UKRAINIAN FLAGS for St. BASIL’S
Church
Last week we bought two flags
for our Church,. We paid $150
with one condition that all money will go to Ukraine. If anyone
of you would like to donate this
flags on behalf of your family (that means your donation will go to Ukraine)—we will be very much
appreciated. Thank you! Glory to Ukraine.
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Save the date: Fr Filipow Council Knights of Columbus (St.
Nicholas Parish) will be hosting
a Garage Sale on Friday and
Saturday June 3 and 4 in the
Church Hall to raise funds for humanitarian relief in
Ukraine. Anyone wishing to donate anything (other
than appliances or clothing) to be sold for this fund
raiser, is asked to call Peter Muzyka at (204) 7912276. Items can be dropped off at the Hall on Saturday May 14, 21, 28 from 11am-2pm and Thursday
June 2 from 11am-7pm.

Q. Why

do we not kneel on Easter and during Easter time?

A. Believe it or not, the custom which also became a rule to stand on Sunday, Easter and all the way to the feast
of the Pentecost is one of the oldest and most venerable in the ancient Church. The earliest testimony comes
actually from the Latin writer Tertullian (second cent.), and then as one of the rare liturgical rules among the canons of the first ecumenical council of Nicea (325). Many other authors of both the ancient and medieval times
speak of it and our Paschal Triodion simply states: "On the day of Pascha and until the Pentecost who do not
kneel but pray standing." When the Christian West abandoned this practice, we do not know, but it is sad that
Byzantine Catholics took over the western practice to kneel indiscriminately. After the post Vatican II liturgical
reform, we sheepishly reestablished our ancient and most venerable custom and "rule". We believe that no one
justified and explained this ancient practice better than St. Basil in his great work On The Holy Spirit (ch. 66). It is a
very inspiring and significant text. Read it and meditate on it. "We all stand for prayer on Sunday, but not everyone knows why. We stand for prayer on the day of the Resurrection to remind ourselves of the graces we have
been given: not only because we have been raised with Christ and are obliged to seek the things that are above,
but also because Sunday seems to be an image of the age to come. ...It is therefore necessary for the Church to
teach her newborn children to stand for prayer on this day, so that they will always be reminded of eternal life,
and not neglect preparations for their journey. The entire season of Pentecost is likewise a reminder of the resurrection we expect in the age to come. ...Therefore this season is an image of eternity, since it begins and ends at
the same point, like a circle. During this time the ordinances of the Church instruct us to pray standing, and by
this reminder our minds are made to focus on the future instead of the present."

Knights of Columbus
Our Brother Knights and their families
wish all of our parishioners, guests and
their families a Blessed and Happy Easter,
as you celebrate Easter, may you remember God’s perfect
love for all mankind, and may that love during these trying times in Ukraine fill you with hope for the days to
come!

Knights will be praying at the Holy shroud on Good Friday from 2 to 3pm,we invite everyone to come and join
us in this hour of prayer.
XRYSTOS VOSKRES, CHIST IS RISEN
Submitted by John Bazarkewich Saint Basil Council Grand Knight
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In our Church, there is the custom
for a single loaf of blessed bread
(Artos in Greek), to lie before the
Iconostasis throughout Bright Week in memory of the Risen Lord, Jesus Christ,
before it is shared among the whole congregation. Depicted on the top of the
Artos are either the symbol of Christ’s victory over death – the Cross, surmounted
by a crown of thorns, or the icon of the Resurrection of Christ. On the first day of
Pascha, during the Holy and Divine Liturgy, after the Prayer Before the Ambo, the
Artos is blessed by a special prayer and sprinkling with the Holy Water.
Throughout Bright Week, at the end of the Holy and Divine Liturgy, the Artos is carried around the church in
solemn procession. On the Saturday of Bright Week it is distributed as a blessing of the Arch-Pastor (that is
to say Christ) to the congregation (sometimes after Sunday Holy and Divine Liturgy, on Saint Thomas
Sunday).
The significance of the Artos is that it serves to remind all Christians of the events connected with the
Resurrection of Our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ. While still living on earth, the Lord called Himself the
Bread of Life, saying: I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger, and he who believes in Me
shall never thirst (John 6:35). After His Resurrection, more than once Jesus appeared to His disciples, ate
before them, and blessed their own food. For example, as evening fell on the first day of His resurrection, He
was recognized in Emmaus by two of His disciples as He blessed and broke bread (Luke 24:13-35).
On the 40th day after His Resurrection, the Lord ascended into heaven, and His disciples and followers found
comfort in their memories of the Lord: they recalled His every word, His every step and His every action.
When they met for common prayer, they would partake of the Most Holy Body and Most Precious Blood of
Christ, remembering the Last Supper. When they say down to an ordinary meal, they would leave a place at
the head of the table empty, for the invisibly present Lord and would lay bread on that place.
Remembering this custom of the Apostles’, the Fathers of the Church made it their custom to put out the
Artos at the Paschal Feast in memory of the appearances of the Risen Lord to His disciples, and also in
memory of the fact that the Lord Who suffered and was resurrected for our justification has made Himself
the true Bread of Life and is invisible present in His Church always, to the close of the ages (Matthew 28:20).
Whereas special Paschal breads, called kulichi (or kolachi) are broken and eaten on the first day of Pascha,
the Artos is kept whole throughout the whole of Bright Week as a reminder of the presence of the Risen
Saviour in the midst of those who believe in Him and is only divided and distributed on the end of the Bright
Week. In this way, the Bright Week begins and ends with the eating of especially baked and blessed bread.
The Artos may also be compared to the unleavened bread of the Old Testament, of which ancient Israel,
delivered from their captivity in the land of Egypt, ate during the week of the Passover (Exodus 12:15-20). As
Cyril, the Bishop of Turov, who lived during the 12th century in Russia, said in a sermon for the Sunday after
Pascha: "Even as the Jews bore the unleavened bread upon their heads out of Egypt through the desert
(Exodus 12:34), until they had crossed the Red Sea, after which they dedicated the bread to God, divided it
amongst all their host, and having all eaten thereof, became … terrible to their enemies, even so do we,
saved by our Resurrected Lord from the captivity of that Pharaoh of the mind, the Devil, bear the blessed
bread – the Artos – from the day of the Resurrection of Christ and, finally, having dedicated this bread to
God, we eat of it and preserve it to the health of body and soul."
It is a custom among our people to this very day, to keep the Artos throughout the year and with due
reverence and faith to eat of it in time of illness or distress. This is eaten, often together with a drink of Holy
Water, which had been blessed at the Feast of the Theophany of Our Lord.
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2022 PASTORAL LETTER
OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF
CANADA
ON THE OCCASION
OF THE FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR
LORD
To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and Brothers, Seminarians and Laity
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada:
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid” (Matthew 28:8)
Easter and the Resurrection: A Journey from Fear to Joy and Hope
Today, we celebrate the glorious Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Today, we rejoice in Christ’s victory over sin and death. Today, all things are filled with joy.
As we celebrate the Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord, and as we try to make sense of
what it means for us today, let us reflect on the myrrh-bearing women – the first to encounter the news of the Risen Lord, and their incredible journey from fear to joy and
hope.
The myrrh-bearing women are the eyewitnesses of Jesus’ death and the place of his burial. They are also the witnesses of his resurrection. They are the ones who receive the glorious news from the angel, who tells them, “Do not be afraid; you are looking for Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place
they laid him. Go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there
you will see him, just as he told you” (Mark 16:6-7).
Yet, in the Gospel of Mark’s telling of the Resurrection account, we read: “So the myrrhbearing women went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid” (Mark 16:8).
“Terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were
afraid.”
Fear had the potential to prevent the myrrh-bearing women from fulfilling the task given
them by the angel. Fear had the potential to paralyze them, to bind them. Fear brought
about in the myrrh-bearing women worry, terror, panic, anxiety, an inability to act. Fear
could have prevented us from ever learning about the Resurrection of Our Lord, instead
leaving Jesus buried in the tomb forever.
Yet, somehow the myrrh-bearing women were able to overcome their fear. Matthew’s
Gospel tells us: “So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold
of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me’” (Matthew 28:8-10).
The fear of the myrrh-bearing women had turned to joy and hope. Their newfound courage and strength transformed them into witnesses and messengers of the Resurrection.
Their testimony allowed the Good News of the Word of God to spread and the number of
faithful to increase greatly, so much so that today some 2.38 billion people around the
world are followers of Christ, that is, one-third of the world’s population.
In the context of this year’s celebration of the Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord, the
whole world watches in disbelief and dismay that Ukraine has been invaded by Russia,
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causing massive destruction and the loss of thousands of innocent lives, many of whom
are women and children. The fear of war once again, like that of the myrrh-bearing women, has the potential not only to paralyze the people of Ukraine but the entire world.
Yet, this is clearly not the case. The people of Ukraine have found courage to fight and to
defend their families and neighbours in the midst of the chaos that war brings. Furthermore, the people of Ukraine fight bravely not only to defend their nation but the very fabric of freedom and democracy, upholding the fundamental ideals and principles of justice
and human dignity that the world values and promotes.
We might ask ourselves just where does the courage of the people of Ukraine come from?
The short answer is faith in God and in the Risen Lord. Already in the first century, Saint
Andrew the Apostle, according to the chronicle The Tale of Bygone Years, erected a cross on
the banks of the Dnipro River, prophesying that a great city would be built on its shores –
today’s city of Kyiv, which has stood through the centuries as a centre of faith and witness
to God’s love for God’s people. For centuries others have coveted these lands, yet each
time the people of Ukraine, led by the Church, have emerged victoriously from the catacombs, experiencing in their own right Christ’s passion and crucifixion, journeying to the
Resurrection and the newness of life. In this the people of Ukraine find strength.
Today, fear has the potential to silence the voice of the people of the world. Like the
myrrh-bearing women, let us find courage to overcome our fear. Let us continue to speak
with one voice and one heart, speaking on behalf of the people of Ukraine whose voice is
being attempted to be silenced by foreign aggressors. Let us speak truth about what is
happening in Ukraine, in solidarity and with conviction that war is wrong, and that peace is
the only path forward.
Our voice is being heard. The world has responded in an outpouring of prayer for peace
in Ukraine and love for its people by providing unprecedented humanitarian aid in response to the world’s worst humanitarian crisis since the Second World War.
We pray for peace in Ukraine, and throughout the world. We pray in particular for the
people of Ukraine as they endure the war. We pray for their safety and for their families.
We pray for those who have left Ukraine and those who remain. We pray for those who
have died. May God bless you and may the Mother of God spread her omophorion of protection upon you.
As we celebrate the Feast of the Resurrection, let us be the myrrh-bearing women of today. Like them, let us break free from any fear that holds us back. Let us go tell others,
boldly and with courage, of the joy of the Gospel message, of God’s love and mercy in the
world, so that they too may experience joy and hope in their lives.
As the Ukrainian Catholic Bishops in Canada, we pray that God’s grace and love fills your
heart, and that of your family and friends, and brings happiness and peace to all people.
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Sincerely Yours in Christ,
+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM, Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg
+ David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton; Administrator of New Westminster
+ Bryan Bayda, CSsR, Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon; Apostolic Administrator of Toronto
+ Michael Wiwchar, CSsR, Bishop Emeritus of Saskatoon
+ Stephen Chmilar, Bishop Emeritus of Toronto
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CHRIST IS RISEN! Христос Воскрес!
This is the Resurrection Day! Let us be enlighten by this Feast, and let us embrace one
another. Let us call brethren, even those who hate us, and in the resurrection—forgive everything. (Paschal Matins)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! Last two years the Easter Celebration was covered & darkened by the Global Pandemic. This Easter—terrible war and genocide of
all Ukrainian nation by russian federation! We don’t know what next year holds for
us. But we know for sure that Risen Lord is among us today, He is coming to everyone of us personally, to heal all our wounds, fears, and uncertainties—giving us His
Peace and New Hope. Where is Jesus, there is a Truth, where is a Truth, there is
a Victory. Our Victory only with our Savior.
Veselykh Vam Paskhalnykh svyat. Rejoice and be glad. May Risen Lord bless you and
your families in ways only He can!
Alleluia!
With Paschal joy, gratitude and blessings

~ Fr.16
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