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Sunday of the Man Born
Blind
SUNDAY May 9th, 2021
SUNDAY LITURGY
10:00 a.m. English
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Office Hours (Tues. & Thurs.)
11:00 am – 2:00 pm
CONFESSIONS Before Liturgies
BAPTISM By appointment
FUNERALS By arrangement
MARRIAGES: By appointment at
least six months in advance
WEBSITE: www.saintbasilwpg.ca
PARISH OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS:

parish@saintbasilwpg.ca
ВІТАЄМО! WELCOME! To all
those who are tired and need
rest, to all who mourn and need
comfort, to all who are friendless and need friendship, to all
who are discouraged and need
hope, to all who are hopeless
and need sheltering love, to all
who sin and need a Saviour,
this Church opens wide its
doors in the
name of the
Lord Jesus
Christ!

Email Address Stbasilpriest@gmail.com
Sunday, May 9 - Sunday of the Man Born Blind
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death by death, and to those in the tombs giving life.
Tropar, tone 5: Let us the faithful acclaim and worship the Word,* co-eternal with the Father and
the Spirit,* and born of the Virgin for our salvation.* For He willed to be lifted up on the cross in the
flesh,* to suffer death and to raise the dead* by His glorious resurrection.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
Kondak, tone 4: With eyes that are spiritually blind* I come to You, O Christ;* and, like the man
who was blind since birth,* I cry out to You with repentance:* You are a shining Light* to those
who are in darkness.
Now and for ever and ever. Amen!
Kondak, tone 8: Though You went down to the grave, immortal Lord,* You destroyed the power
of Hades* and rose victorious, Christ our God.* You who said "Rejoice" to the myrrh-bearing women,* give peace to Your apostles* and offer resurrection to the fallen.
Prokimen, tone 8: Pray and give praise to the Lord our God.
Verse: God is renowned in Judah, in Israel great is his name.
Epistle: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (16: 16 - 34)
In those days as we were on our way out to the place of prayer that we met a slave girl who had a
clairvoyant spirit. She used to bring substantial profit to her masters by fortune telling. The girl
began to follow Paul and the rest of us shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God;
they will make known to you a way of salvation.’’ She did this for several days until finally Paul
became annoyed, turned around, and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command
you, come out of her!’’ Then and there the spirit left her. When her masters saw that their source
of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the main square before the
local authorities. They turned them over to the magistrate with this complaint: “These men are
agitators disturbing the peace of our city! Furthermore, they are Jews, which means they advocate
customs which are not lawful for us Romans to adopt or practice. The crowd joined in the attack
on them and the magistrates stripped them and ordered them to be flogged. After receiving many
lashes they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was given instructions to guard them well. Upon
receipt of these instructions he put them in maximum security, going so far as to chain their feet to
a stake. About midnight, while Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God as their
fellow prisoners listened, a severe earthquake suddenly shook the place, rocking the prison to its
foundations. Immediately all the doors flew open and everyone’s chains were pulled loose. The
jailer woke up to see the prison gates wide open. Thinking that the prisoners had escaped, he
drew his sword to kill himself; but Paul shouted to him, “Do not harm yourself! We are all still
here.’’ The jailer called for a light, then rushed in and fell trembling at the feet of Paul and Silas.
After a brief interval he led them out and said, “Men, what must I do to be saved?’’ Their answer
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SCHEDULE All Sunday and Feast Day Divine Liturgies only
by registration (max 10 people). To REGISTER please call
DOROTHY LABAY at 204-832-6834

Time

Feast or Intention, requested by

9 May Sunday

9:30 AM

Rosary

Sunday of the Man
Born Blind

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy for all parishioners (Eng) - only by registration (max 10)

11:30 AM
6:00 PM

Divine Liturgy (Ukr) - only by registration ((max 10) Blessings for Shirley Novalkowski, Lavonne Tyschinski & Cassie Leganchuk
Online Holy Communion Class

8:00 PM
10:00 AM

Rosary – Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook
Divine Liturgy for the soul of Harry Hrushka (2 yrs) by John & Leona Solomon

7:-00 PM

Akathist to Mother of God

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy for the soul of Sonia Wawryk by Harry & Nellie Fediuk

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

8:00 PM
10:00 AM

Mothers in Prayer Group (Please note the change of time)

6:30 PM

Moleben (Маївка) to the Mother of God

7:00 PM

Virtual School of Catechism

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy - FEAST OF ASCENSION—for all parishioners—only by registration (max 10)

Mothers Day

10 May, Monday

11 May, Tuesday

12 May, Wednesday

13 May, Thursday

8:00 PM
14 May, Friday

15 May, Saturday

Divine Liturgy for the soul of Mary Kalyniak by Khomitski family

10:00 AM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook
Divine Liturgy for the soul of Sonia Wawryk (40 days) by the family

6:30 PM

Virtual Children’s Catechism (final lesson)

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

7:00 PM

Divine Liturgy Health for the souls of Kelvin Tokaryk (15) & Teenie Tokaryk (18) by
Pinuta & Tokaryk families

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook
16 May, Sunday

9:30 AM

Rosary

Sunday of the
Holy Fathers
(Nicean Fathers)

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy for all parisioners (Eng.)

11:30 AM

Divine Liturgy (Ukr.)

6:00 PM

Online Holy Communion Class (final lesson)

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer—Live stream on Facebook
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Post-feast of Ascension

- only by registration (max 10)

- only by registration (max 10)

God’s Blessings for
your
Happiest Birthday

Tatsa counters
May—Andy & Linda Labay and Phyllis Fedorchuk

Larysa Musick (13)

Church Custodians

May—Andy & Linda Labay

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА !
SANCTUARY LIGHT burns eternally to indicate
the presence of the Holy Eucharist
In the tabernacle.
The Sanctuary light can be reserved , please contact
the office at 204-837-4180.

DIVINE LITURGY intentions:

Dear Parishioners, Please contact me to help
clean the church for a month in 2021.
Diane Pinuta - 204-774-1350
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Call and visit our many parishioners that are ill or experiencing various challenges in life. Remember: If

anyone wishes to receive the Sacraments at home or in
If you are planning to have a Divine Liturgy for
someone, please let know the Parish Office, as
the hospital or nursing home please contact the parish
we are booked now until June. For June we have office or Fr. Mykhaylo directly, at the numbers noted,
only 2 open dates.
and he will be happy to visit..

During the month of May, we have a wonderful devotion to the Mother of God for that reason every Wednesday we will celebrate Moleben to the Blessed Virgin Mary—Maika at 6:30 pm. On Mondays at 7:00 pm we will have Akathist to Mother of God. We encourage all our parishioners to make a
special effort to attend virtually and pray for your personal intentions, as well as for our parish family and
community. This will be a bi-lingual service. Also for those who would like to participate in person—please
register with Dorothy, Max 10.

SCHOOL OF CATECHISM for adults!
Thank you all who joined second lesson of our School of Catechism. New restrictions brought some changes
to our lives, also effected our Catechism in person. So for that reason we will try to gather on ZOOM platform
from our homes. That should work fine for all of us. I hope later on we will be able to post on YouTube for
those who are not able to join on ZOOM.
So on Wednesday, May 12th we will start our School of Catechism with a Prayer: Moleben to BVM at 6:30
PM, which will be on Facebook and YouTube, 10 people are allowed to participate (please register yourself)
then at 7:00 we will continue our Lesson on ZOOM. Please use this ID & Password:
Meeting ID:
860 6773 0650
Passcode: Jesus

Mother of God Traveling Icon
The Mother of God Icon is available to be picked up and take home to pray and ask for special
intentions & needs. And to say prayers of Thanksgiving for blessings & favors. The Icon can be
picked up on Sunday & returned on Sunday. If you wish to have the Mother of God Icon in your
home, please contact the office at (204) 837-4180 to reserve your week.
3
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THURSDAY, MAY 13th Feast of ASCENSION
On 40th day after Resurrection, Jesus ascends to his Father in
heaven. And we, like the apostles, stand looking heavenward,
wondering where he has gone; wondering about our own relationship to heaven; wondering, too, about our relationship to
the world. Man is that being who is in-between heaven and
earth. We are a “movement” toward heaven, and one day, God
willing, we too shall ascend to the Father like Jesus. For we are
not made to be satisfied with this world. Neither family, circle
of friends, city or State, not one of these earthly communities
would ever quite satisfy the demands of our reason and hearts,
no matter what degree of perfection it might attain in history.
We can be entirely fulfilled and satisfied only by this supreme
and final union of love and reason in God. As St. Augustine
said: “Our hearts are restless, until they rest in Thee.”
Today’s feast of the Ascension reminds us that our true destiny lies in God. We must not only do
what Jesus commands us, but we must follow him to the place where he has gone. The feast of the
Ascension tells us that our life is not limited to life on earth, but after our death we will experience a
new life in heaven, and even now we are being pulled by the strings of God’s love towards our encounter with him. In our Liturgy let us try to open ourselves to God ‘s boundless love --- the love of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit --- so that He may confirm and strengthen us in our love for Him and
for the world.
One more point: ASCENSION is Christ’s “Moving Day” – HEAVEN our eternal home
When our Lord ascended into heaven, He took no worldly thing with Him. This is another instance in
which He was as we are: we shall, when we die and leave the world, take not a single worldly thing
with us. If we haven’t sent our “riches” on ahead of time, we shall have nothing.
The Bible tells us that we are born into the world naked, and so shall we leave it. We may accumulate worldly things during our short stay here, but we shall shed them all when we leave have often
thought of Ascension Thursday as “moving day”. Our Lord moved out of the hut (as it were) of the
world into His palace in heaven. He moved easily and joyfully because He was unencumbered by
worldly obstacles.
We too will have to move from the world into eternity. We don’t know when, but we are positive the
day will come. It may be soon or it may be a little later. But, we are more certain of the fact of our
eventual moving than we are of anything else in our life.
The day of our moving will be a most important one. Our eternal home depends upon it. We must
daily prepare to make our moving day one of joy and ease — following the example of our Savior
and Model, the Ascending Christ.
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SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN
BLIND
“I am the light of the world,” Jesus has declared
(John 8:12). Now he gives light to a man locked
in darkness—not just the light of vision, but the
greater light of faith. As with the paralytic (John
5:1-9). Jesus initiates this miracle for someone
who barely knows who he is (verses 1O-12).
For John, Jesus’ miracles are not so much a
response to faith as an invitation to faith. The
man who was blind grasps that invitation, realizing that his healer could only have come from
Cod. The hostility and skepticism of others only
leads him to a clearer grasp of the truth, until he
comes at last to full belief (verses 35-38).
At the same time, Jesus’ opponents retreat ever more stubbornly into blindness. They try first
to deny the miracle altogether (verse 18); when that defense fails, they still refuse to open
their minds to the truth.
The early Church used this story in preparing people for baptism, for it can speak to us of Jesus washing away the blindness that comes from original sin and bringing us into the clear
light of faith. For those of us who were baptized many years ago, the story reminds us that the
journey from blindness to light must always continue and be renewed. The example of the
Pharisees reminds us that it is only too easy for those who think they see to grow blind.
So let us pause and reflect:
What are the blind spots in my life of faith?
Where do I have the hardest time trusting God, surrendering my own will, or following his
truth?
Am I really willing for Jesus to open my eyes?
Jesus, light of the world, you give sight to the blind and light to those whose minds are
darkened. Help me to surrender my blindness in all the areas where I prefer not to see
by your light.

The Wawryk family would like to thank everyone that gave
for liturgy for our Mother Sonia. We miss her so much. We
will never forget the cards, the calls, and prayers for our
mom. You really helped us get through this time.
Thank you again with love.
God Bless you.
Randy, Lisa, LeeAnn
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Sincerest greetings and best wishes to all mothers, grand and great grandmothers, god-mothers, adopted mothers, spiritual mothers, and anyone who
acts in the capacity of "mothering" others - many God’s special blessings,
good health, joy and peace on this special day and always. May you be greatly
rewarded for your love, care and commitment in this privileged and demanding call of being a mother. Happy Mother’s Day!
PRAYER
All-loving God, we give you thanks and praise for mothers young and old.
We pray for young mothers, who give life and love to our every need; May
they be blessed with patience and tenderness to care for their families and themselves with great
joy.
We pray for our own mothers who have nurtured and cared for us; May they continue to guide us in
strong and gentle ways.
We remember mothers who are separated from their children because of war, poverty, or family
conflict; May they feel the loving embrace of our God who wipes every tear away.
We pray for women who are not mothers but still love and shape us with motherly care and compassion.
We remember mothers, grandmothers, and great-grandmothers who are no longer with us but who
live forever in our memory and nourish us with their love from above. Amen.
Very nice and touching story which fits perfectly to the Mother’s Day!
At the beginning of the school year, the sixth-grade teacher stood in front of
her former fifth graders and said that she loved them all equally and was glad to
see them. This was a big lie since at one of the school desks, huddled in a ball,
was a boy whom the teacher did not like. She met him, like all her students, in
the last academic year. Even then, she noticed that he did not play with his
classmates, was dressed in dirty clothes, and smelled like he had never washed.
Over time, the teacher's attitude towards this student became worse and
worse… Once the headteacher at the school asked to analyze the characteristics of all students from the beginning of their education at school, and the teacher put the work of the unloved student at the very end. When she
finally got to him and reluctantly began to study his characteristics, she was stunned.
The teacher who taught the boy in the first grade wrote: “This is a brilliant child with a radiant smile. Does homework clean and tidy. It is a pleasure to be with him.”
Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6The second-grade teacher wrote about him: “He is an excellent student who is appreciated by his comrades, but he has problems in his family: his mother is sick with an incurable disease, and his life at
home must be a continuous struggle with death.”
The third-grade teacher commented: “The death of his mother hit him extremely hard. He tries his best, but his
father shows no interest in him and his life at home could soon affect his studies if nothing is done.”
The fourth-grade teacher wrote: “The boy is optional, does not show interest in learning, has almost no friends
and often falls asleep right in the classroom.”
After reading the characteristics, the teacher felt very ashamed of herself. She felt even worse when on New
Year’s Eve all the students brought her gifts wrapped in shiny gift paper with bows. Her unloved student’s gift
was wrapped in rough brown paper. Some of the children began to laugh when the teacher took out a bracelet
from this bundle, which was missing a few stones and a bottle of perfume, which was a quarter full. But the
teacher stifled laughter in the class, exclaiming: “Oh, what a beautiful bracelet!” Then, tearing off the bottle,
sprinkled a little perfume on her wrist. The boy stayed late after school, went up to the teacher, and said: “Today
you smell like my mother.” When he left, she cried for a long time.
From that day on, she refused to teach only literature, writing and mathematics and began to teach children
goodness, principles, sympathy. After some time, the unloved student began to come back to life. At the end of
the school year, he became one of the best students...
A year later, when she was already working with others, she found a note under the door of the classroom,
where the boy wrote that she was the best teacher he ever had. It took another five years before she received
another letter, where her former student wrote that he graduated from college and ranked third in his class and
that she continues to be the best teacher of his life. Four years passed and the teacher received another letter,
where her student wrote that, despite all the difficulties, he was soon graduating from the university with the
best grades and confirmed that she was still the best teacher he had in his life. Four more years later, another
letter arrived. This time he wrote that after graduating from university he decided to improve his knowledge.
Now before his first and last name was the word doctor. And in this letter, he wrote that she was the best of all
the teachers that he had in his life. As some time went in one of his letters, he said that he had met a girl and was
marrying her, that his father had died two years ago and asked if she can take the place where the groom’s
mother usually sits at his wedding. Of course, the teacher agreed. On her student’s wedding day, she put on the
same bracelet with the missing stones and bought the same perfume that reminded the unfortunate boy of his
mother. They met, hugged, and he felt his mom’s gentle odor.
“Thank you for believing in me, thank you for making me feel wanted,
important, and loved, and for teaching me to distinguish good from the
bad. The teacher with tears in her eyes answered:
“You are wrong, you taught me all of this. I did not know how to teach
until I met you.”
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St. Basil’s Charitable project 2021
Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, we continue to inform you through the parish bulletin about our different charitable projects:

.

#27 One anonymous family donated $50 for the surgery of little girl Eva. She is sick with Cerebral palsy. Family must raise 15 000 euro in order to start the treatment.
Thank you for your generosity and prayers. May the Almighty God reward you
for your generous contribution.
If you willing to help us in any way or know somebody who needs a help, please contact parish priest Fr.

Mykhaylo.
Unfortunately income tax receipt cannot be issued for any Charitable project which is going outside of Canada.

GRATITUDE:
Special THANK YOU goes to
all St. Basil’s volunteers!
To Orest Kulchyski for making new stands for eavestrough and fixing the garden house connection at the residence.
To John Bazarkewich for buying and installing the goose
neck for the microphone stand.
To all families who are cleaning our church weekly;
To Gus & Pearl Groen for taking care of the flowers in the
Church.
To Loraine & Bob Marquis for sewing new white cloth for
Holy Shroud table, two white table clothes for tables at
the back of the church and new white linen for the Easter
Cross.
To dobrodiyka Olga Twerdun for preparing regularly
bread for Holy Communion;
May the Almighty God bless and abundantly reward your
time, care and generosity! “Remember, O Lord, those
who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches
and remembering the poor. Send down Your mercy upon
all of us!”Thank you very much!
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IMMACULATE
HEART OF MARY
SCHOOL
Applications for enrolment at Immaculate
Heart of Mary School
are now being accepted.
Immaculate Heart of
Mary School is a Kindergarten to Grade 8 coed, Ukrainian Catholic
school, that offers strong academic, spiritual, Ukrainian cultural, arts and athletic programs.
Kindergarten is a full time program.
There is also before and after school supervision provided.
If you are interested in having your child educated in a Christian environment, please inquire to book your own personal
tour.
Phone: (204)582-5698
E-mail: ihms@ihms.mb.ca
For more information about Immaculate Heart of Mary
School visit: www.ihms.mb.ca

UKRAINIAN PARK – 50/50 SUPER SPRING RAFFLE
UKRAINIAN PARK is pleased to introduce the Spring 50/50 Raffle. Tickets are on sale with the final
draw for 50% of the pot on May 15th, 2021. 100% of the net proceeds are to be invested into the
infrastructure of the park. By supporting the Spring 50/50 you could win, and the park will continue to provide opportunities for our young campers. Ukrainian Park Campground is a facility owned
and operated by the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy. It endeavors to facilitate a culturally appropriate, aesthetically, and ecologically sound environment for recreational and educational activities for the benefits of the community and with special emphasis on youth, enabling users of the
Park to contribute to its development. It is a camp for children and youth, nurturing the growth in
Christian virtues and values. We invite you to share this raffle with others so we can all enjoy
Ukrainian Park together. Click on the 50/50 Tickets above (or https://www.fundingchange.ca/ucec) for
more information and to buy your tickets now!
50/50 Tickets [only 10,000 total available tickets] Final Draw: Saturday, May 15th, 2021 at 7:15 PM
Prize: 50% of the total pot on that date
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR:
Monsignor Michael, Deacon Mykola, Bohdan & Anna, Ed & Sylvia,
Donald, Sam, Dave, Dianne, Isiah, Stefan, Johnny, Iryna, Melvin,
Scott, Theresa, Lorne, Roman, Olga, Dominic, Ed, William & Helen, Irene, Nadine, Jillian, Harold, baby Athanasius, Bohdan, Olga , Andrea… and all
members of our parish family and those who are not able to join actively in our community, your families, relatives,
friends, neighbors, governments and armed forces, especially the shut-in or those in the hospitals, traveling, working
or studying, nursing and senior homes, seeking God’s answer to their prayers or those rejoicing with God’s answer;
your spiritual fathers, those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries; those called to their eternal reward and for the
family they leave behind; widows and widowers, orphans, homeless, those who love us and those who hate, use &
hurt us; and all people who have asked us pray for them. Please, also in your kindness keep praying those daily for
vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Remember to ask for special blessings to all Christian families and
yourselves!

KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS
TABS FOR WHEELCHAIRS: Thanks to your collection and donations of tabs, our next recipient,
will be receiving her new motorized wheelchair June 2022, Please and thank you. deposit your
collected tabs in the container provided at the back of the church, your kind act will make someone’s life so
much easier.
Tabs for Wheelchairs is in its 23rd year and since our beginning in 1998, been
able to present 24 specialized wheelchairs from the tab collection and monetary donations, and 16 extra wheelchairs and a vehicle wheelchair lift from our
generous anonymous donors, adding up to a total of 40 specialized wheelchairs.
Catie is 7 years old and is in grade one at Earl Oxford School in Brandon. At ten
months old, she was diagnosed with hemiplegia, which is a type of cerebral
palsy. She was later diagnosed with spastic quadriplegia. This is a condition
where all four of her limbs were affected to some degree. Catie’s right arm
functions better than her left, so she uses a one arm drive manual wheelchair,,
she suffers muscle stiffness which is only exacerbated when she exerts the energy needed to propel herself in her present wheelchair. Catie is an eternal
optimist, quick to say hello, make new friends, offer compliments and encouragement, it is impossible not to be
inspired by her positive attitude and sweet smile Submitted by Saint Basil’s Grand Knight John Bazarkewich
IHM Lubov Nursery School Fundraising Wine Raffle
Tickets: $5.00 Each
1st Prize: 15 Bottles of Wine 2nd Prize: 10 Bottles of Wine 3rd Prize: 5 Bottles of Wine
To purchase ph./text, email Sara: 204-797-7004, kushnirsaraann@gmail.com
Proceeds used to purchase items and supplies for the classroom to enhance the learning experience,
directly benefiting our children. To be drawn on Wed. May 26, 2021 at 11:30 a.m. LGCA 7008-RF-35499
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Children’s

In today’s lesson, we will go through the ten commandments
simplified for children!

The ten commandments originated from the Exodus 20, where
God called Moses to the top of Mount Sinai and gave him the ten
commandments. For us today, it is important that as children of
God, we follow the 10 commandments God provided for us.

Bulletin #9:

Put God First, love God with all your heart! In the past lessons, we have talked about ways to pray
and what to pray for. By praying you are spending time with God and ensuring that he is first in
your life.
1. Worship only God
2. Respect God’s name
3. Respect God’s day
of rest, keep Sunday
holy.
4. Respect your parents
5. Do not kill people or
hurt anyone
6. Respect your body

7. Do not steal
8. Do not lie, always
tell the truth
9. Respect marriage
promises
10. Do not be jealous,
do not wish for other people’s stuff
I encourage you to read
Exodus 20:1-17 with
your loved ones and reflect on the ten commandments! There is a
wordsearch at the
bottom too!
God bless! Megan
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Sunday, May 9 - Sunday of the Man Born Blind
was, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, and all your household.’’ They proceeded to announce the word of God to him and
to everyone in his house. At that late hour of the night he took them in and bathed their wounds; then he and his whole household were
baptized. He led them up into his house, spread a table before them, and joyfully celebrated with his whole family his newfound faith in
God.
Alleluia Verses: Turn to me and have pity on me.
Steady my footsteps according to your promise.
Gospel: John 9: 1 - 38:
At that time as Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, was it his sin
or that of his parents that caused him to be born blind?” “Neither,” answered Jesus. “It was no sin, either of this man or of his
parents. Rather, it was to let God’s works show forth in him. We must do the deeds of him who sent me while it is day. The night
comes on when no one can work. While I am in the world I am the light of the world.” With that Jesus spat on the ground, made
mud with his saliva, and smeared the man’s eyes with the mud. Then he told him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.” (The name
means “One who has been sent.” So the man went off and washed, and came back able to see. His neighbors and the people
who had been accustomed to see him begging began to ask, “Isn’t this the fellow who used to sit and beg?” Some were claiming it was he; others maintained it was not but someone who looked like him. The man himself said, “I am the one.” They said to
him then, “How were your eyes opened?” He answered: “That man they call Jesus made mud and smeared it on my eyes, telling
me to go to Siloam and wash. When I did go and wash, I was able to see.” “Where is he?” they asked. He replied, “I have no
idea.” Next, they took the man who had been born blind to the Pharisees. (Note that it was on a sabbath that Jesus had made the
mud paste and opened his eyes.) The Pharisees, in turn, began to inquire how he had recovered his sight. He told them, “He put
mud on my eyes. I washed it off, and now I can see.” This prompted some of the Pharisees to assert, “This man cannot be from
God because he does not keep the sabbath.” Others objected, “If a man is a sinner, how can he perform signs like these?” They
were sharply divided over him. Then they addressed the blind man again: “Since it was your eyes he opened, what do you have
to say about him?” “He is a prophet.” he replied. The Jews refused to believe that he had really been born blind and had begun
to see, until they summoned the parents of this man who now could see. “Is this your son?” they asked, “and if so, do you attest
that he was blind at birth? How do you account for the fact that now he can see?” The parents answered: “We know this is our
son, and we know he was blind at birth. But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we have no idea. Ask him. He is old
enough to speak for himself.” (His parents answered in this fashion because they were afraid of the Jews, who had already
agreed among themselves that anyone who acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. That was
why his parents said, “He is of age -- ask him.”) A second time they summoned the man who had been born blind and said to
him, “Give glory to God! First of all we know this man is a sinner.” “I do not know whether he is a sinner or not,” he answered. “I
know this much; I was blind before; now I can see.” They persisted: “Just what did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”
“I have told you once, but you would not listen to me,” he answered them. “Why do you want to hear it all over again? Do not tell
me you want to become his disciples too?” They retorted scornfully: “You are the one who is that man’s disciple. We are disciples of Moses. We know that God spoke to Moses but we have no idea where this man comes from.” He came back at them:
“Well, this is news! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not hear sinners,
but that if someone is devout and obeys his will, he listens to him. It is unheard of that anyone ever gave sight to a person blind
from birth. If this man were not from God, he could never have done such a thing.” “What!” they exclaimed, “You are steeped in
sin from your birth, and you are giving us lectures?” With that they threw him out bodily. When Jesus heard of his expulsion, he
sought him out and asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”
“You have seen him,” Jesus replied. “He is speaking to you now.” “I do believe, Lord.” he said.
Instead of ‘It is truly right....’: The angel cried out to the One full of grace:* “O chaste Virgin, rejoice!* And again I say, rejoice!* Your Son
has risen from the tomb on the third day* and raised the dead.”* Let all people rejoice!* Shine, shine, O New Jerusalem,* for the glory of
the Lord has risen upon you!* Exalt now and be glad, O Sion!* And you, O chaste Mother of God, take delight* in the resurrection of your
Son.
Communion Hymn: Receive the Body of Christ; partake of the source of immortality.
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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