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SUNDAY, April 4th, 2021 

PARISH OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS:             

parish@saintbasilwpg.ca 

SAINT BASIL the 
GREAT                            

Ukrainian Catholic Parish                         
Парафія СВ. ВАСИЛІЯ 

ВЕЛИКОГО УГКЦ              
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 202 HARCOURT STREET, WINNIPEG, MB   R3J  3H3                                             
Parish Office: 204-837-4180       Parish Hall: 204-889-9057                                         

Sunday, April 4 - Easter Sunday 

Christ is risen from the dead, 

trampling death by death, and to 

those in the tombs giving life. 
 

Third Antiphon: Let God arise and 

His enemies be scattered; let those 

who hate Him flee from His presence. 

Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead, 

trampling death by death, and to those 

in the tombs giving life. 

As smoke vanishes, let them vanish, 

as wax melts from the presence of fire. 

Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead.... 

So let sinners perish from the pres-

ence of God but let the righteous re-

joice. 

Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead... 

At the Little Entrance: In assemblies 

bless God, the Lord, you who spring 

from Israel. 

Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead... 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit; now and for ever 

and ever. Amen! 

Kondak, tone 8: Though You went 

down to the grave, immortal Lord,* You 

destroyed the power of Hades* and 

rose victorious, Christ our God.* You 

who said "Rejoice" to the myrrh-

bearing women,* give peace to Your 

apostles* and offer resurrection to the 

fallen. 

mailto:parish@saintbasilwpg.ca
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CHURCH BOOKS—as we are coming to the end of Lenten season, we would like to ask you to bring all  Church books 

(Parastas, St. Basil’s  Anaphora, Station of the Cross & Presanctified Gifts) back to the Church, which we will keep for 

the next season. Thank you for your understanding.  

  SCHEDULE All Sunday and Feast Day Divine Liturgies on-

ly by registration (max 65 people). To REGISTER please 

call DOROTHY LABAY at 204-832-6834 

    Time Feast or Intention, requested by 
4 April, Sunday 

EASTER SUN-

DAY 

7:45 AM 

8:00 AM 

 

11:00 AM 

8:00 PM 

Prayer at the tomb 

 

Easter Matins, Divine Liturgy & Blessings of Easter Baskets - only by registra-
tion  (max 65) 

 
 

Divine Liturgy & Blessing of East Baskets—only by registration (max 65) 
 
Rosary—Jesus Prayer—Live stream on Facebook 

5 Apr., Monday 10:00 AM 

 

8:00 PM 

Easter Bright Monday - For the soul of Fr. Emil Kardasinec (40 day Me-

morial) requested by Fr. Mykhaylo & family 
 

 

 

 

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook 

6 Apr., Tuesday  10:00 AM 

 

8:00 PM  

8:30 PM 

Easter Bright Tuesday—For the soul of Kay Kotyk (40 day Memorial) 

requested by the family 

 

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook 

Mothers in Prayer 

7 Apr., Wednesday 10:00 AM 
 
 

8:00 PM 

Divine Liturgy—For the souls of Leon & Germaine Pineau requested by Laurence & 
Suzanne Tkach 
 

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook 

8 Apr., Thursday 10:00 AM 

8:00 PM 

Divine Liturgy—For the soul of Kay Kotyk requested by Andy & Linda Labay 

 

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook 

9 Apr., Friday 10:00 AM  

8:00 PM 

Divine Liturgy—for the soul of Lorne Sicinski requested by Gerald & Valerie Leschy-
shyn 
 
 

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook 

10 Apr., Saturday 10:00 AM 

8:00 PM 

Divine Liturgy—For the soul of Judy Graham requested by Chris Brezden 

Rosary—Jesus Prayer—Live stream on Facebook 

11 Apr., Sunday  

St. Thomas Sun-

day 

9:30 AM 

10:00 AM 

7:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

Rosary 

Divine Liturgy for all parishioners - only by registration (max 65) - Myrovannja 

Online Holy Communion 

Rosary—Jesus Prayer—Live stream on Facebook 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Call and visit our many parishioners that are ill or experienc-

ing various challenges in life. Remember:  If anyone wishes 

to receive the Sacraments at home or in the hospital or nurs-

ing home please contact the parish office or Fr. Mykhaylo  

directly, at the numbers noted, and he will be happy to visit.. 

Church Custodians 

April—Nellie & Harry Fediuk 

Dear Parishioners, Please contact me to help 
clean the church for a month in 2021.  

Diane Pinuta - 204-774-1350                               
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God’s Blessings for 

your  

Happiest Birthday 

Donna Olynyk (5), Nicholas Prychitko 

(7), Sophia Andriniuk(7), Tony 

Sianchuk (10) 

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА ! 

St. Basil's Church is able to accommodate up to 65 people for service 
(using choir loft as well). DOROTHY LABAY will take the registra-

tions at  204-832-6834 Please register yourself & family members 
for the following services:  

Good Friday for 11 AM, Holy Saturday for 1 PM, 2PM, 3 PM and Easter Sun-
day for 8 AM & 11 AM 

SANCTUARY LIGHT  burns eternally to indicate 
the presence of the Holy Eucharist In the tab-

ernacle. 
For the soul of Genora Whitworth requested 

by Gwen Dankewich 
 

The Sanctuary light can be reserved ,  please contact 
the office at 204-837-4180.                                                                                 

Tatsa counters   

April—Rose Olynyk, Lorraine Lysak and Tony 

Sklar   

GRATITUDE: 

- To the three parishioners who agreed to pay the total cost for the cleaning of 

the rugs: Jean Derhak, Stephanie Mandzie and Veronica Darichuk.  Their com-

mitment was greatly appreciated during this time of Covid.  

- to Loraine & Bob Marquis for buying and sowing white cloth for the Golgotha Cross. 

- To Nick & Marusia Labay for donating water and  filling up the Holy Water container. 

- To All St. Basil’s ladies and gentlemen for decorating our Church for Easter,  changing altar linens, making the 

tomb for Plashchanytsya , helping with preparation for Easter Blessings of baskets, and much more…   

To all our parishioners, guests, visitors and all people of the good will who by their kindness share time, make 

donations, knowingly and unknowingly for many people thoughtfully care and help our parish, attend services 

during the week, volunteered sharing time and working at the parish projects, looking after and graciously sup-

porting our Christian, Catholic parish community! May the Almighty God bless and abundantly reward your 

time, care and generosity! “Remember, O Lord, those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches 

and remembering the poor. Send down Your mercy upon all of us!”Thank you very much!  

May the Almighty God richly bless you for your care, time and generosity!  
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR:   
 

Monsignor Michael, Deacon Mykola, Bohdan & An-
na, Ed & Sylvia, Sonia, Donald, Sam, Dave, Dianne,  
Isiah, Stefan, Johnny, Iryna, Melvin, Scott,  Theresa, 
Lorne, Roman,  Olga, Dominic, Ed, William & Helen, 
Irene, Nadine, Jillian, Harold, baby boy Athanasius  
… and all members of our parish family and those who are not able to 

join actively in our community, your families, relatives, friends, neighbors, governments and armed forces, 
especially the shut-in or those in the hospitals, traveling, working or studying, nursing and senior homes, seek-
ing God’s answer to their prayers or those rejoicing with God’s answer; your spiritual fathers, those celebrating 
birthdays and anniversaries; those called to their eternal reward and for the family they leave behind; widows 
and widowers, orphans, homeless, those who love us and those who hate, use & hurt us; and all people who 
have asked us pray for them. Please, also in your kindness keep praying those daily for vocations to the priest-
hood and religious life. Remember to ask for special blessings to all Christian families and yourselves! REMIND-
ER for families of individuals, who are admitted to hospital - If you or a family member is admitted to hospital 
and you wish to have a priest visit, please be sure to have someone call our parish rectory office to make this 
request. Your pastor may have no other way of knowing that you are in hospital, as privacy legislation. 

Among the Ukrainians the custom of bringing an Easter Basket to Church on Easter 

Sunday is an age old tradition. It stems from the desire of the Christian community 

to ask God's blessing on the foods that will break the Great Fast (Lent) and from 

which they have abstained from during this period. The religious significance 

attached to the foods eaten are symbolic of Christ Himself, our true Passover. 

Foods traditionally blessed for Easter, the feast of the Lord's Passover from death 

to life, are the foods which God prescribed for the ancient Passover meal: lamb, bread, wine, and bitter herbs. Chil-

dren's baskets of candy and eggs may be included in the blessing service.

EGGS

rection. Jesus comes forth from the tomb as the chick breaks the shell at birth. Because of the special meaning, it is 

fitting that the eggs to be blessed be decorated with symbols of Easter, Alleluia, and so forth.

PASCHA

Bread. Usually a round loaf baked with a golden crust decorated with a symbol indicative of Christ. Sometimes a 

cross (+) of dough is placed on top encircled by a plait giving it a crowned effect or Greek abbreviations for the name 

of Christ. The letters XB indicate the Slavonic for Christ is Risen.

SAUSAGE

addition to enhance the celebration; its links remind us of the chains of death which were broken when Jesus arose.

BACON

HAM

tion to the Old Law which forbade certain meats. The flesh meat is popular with the Slavs as the main dish because 

of its richness and symbolic of the great joy and abundance of Easter. Some may prefer lamb or veal. This is usually 

well roasted or cooked ahead of time as well as other meats, so that the festivity of the day will not be burdened 

with preparation and all may enjoy the feast.

CHEESE

moderation that Christians should have in all things. Also, creamed cheese is placed in a small dish and both are dec-

orated with symbols made out of cloves or pepper balls.

HORSERADISH

harshness of life in Egypt. 

SALT

BUTTER (LAMB)

by whose blood the Israelites were saved. Jesus is our Paschal (Passover) Lamb by whose blood we are saved. It also 

reminds us of the goodness of Christ that we should have toward all things.

Everything for the Easter meal may be blessed. The custom is to reserve the eating of the blessed food until after the 

Resurrection services. These articles are placed in a wicker basket and a ribbon or bow is tied to the handle. A deco-

rated candle is placed in the basket and is lit at the time of the blessing. A linen cover, usually embroidered with a 

picture of the Risen Christ or symbol with the words "Christ is Risen," is placed over the food when it is brought to 

the Church. 

Our Lenten Pilgrimage towards Death 

and Resurrection of Our Saviour came 

to the end! Now, my dear friends, let 

us rejoice and sing Alleluia!  

In these days we are experiencing a 

special meeting with the Risen Christ 

who strengthens each of us spiritually 

and fills our hearts with faith, hope 

and love. 

May the Love that conquers death, 

reign in all your hearts! 

May the Light that dawns from Christ's tomb - dispel all darkness of Pandemic from your lives! 

May the Power that crushed Hade's bonds - strengthen you to do 

God's will - now and forever. 

Have a Happy and Blessed Easter with your loved ones! 

Sincerely in the Risen Christ  Fr. Mykhaylo, Iryna, Anna, Dominic  & 

Maria! EASTER 2021 
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Symbolic meaning of the traditional Ukrainian Easter Basket  

Among the Ukrainians the custom of bringing an Easter Basket to Church on Easter 

Sunday is an age old tradition. It stems from the desire of the Christian community 

to ask God's blessing on the foods that will break the Great Fast (Lent) and from 

which they have abstained from during this period. The religious significance 

attached to the foods eaten are symbolic of Christ Himself, our true Passover. 

Foods traditionally blessed for Easter, the feast of the Lord's Passover from death 

to life, are the foods which God prescribed for the ancient Passover meal: lamb, bread, wine, and bitter herbs. Chil-

dren's baskets of candy and eggs may be included in the blessing service. 

EGGS - Brightly decorated eggs are a symbol of the New Life that is ours in Christ. Eggs are a sign of hope and resur-

rection. Jesus comes forth from the tomb as the chick breaks the shell at birth. Because of the special meaning, it is 

fitting that the eggs to be blessed be decorated with symbols of Easter, Alleluia, and so forth. 

PASCHA - The Easter Bread - A sweet, yeast bread rich in eggs, butter, etc. Symbolic of Christ Himself who is our True 

Bread. Usually a round loaf baked with a golden crust decorated with a symbol indicative of Christ. Sometimes a 

cross (+) of dough is placed on top encircled by a plait giving it a crowned effect or Greek abbreviations for the name 

of Christ. The letters XB indicate the Slavonic for Christ is Risen. 

SAUSAGE - A spicy, garlicky sausage of pork products, indicative of God's favor and generosity. Sausage is an ethnic 

addition to enhance the celebration; its links remind us of the chains of death which were broken when Jesus arose. 

BACON - A piece of uncooked bacon cured with spices. Symbolic of the overabundance of God's mercy to us. 

HAM - Ham celebrates the freedom of the New Law which came into effect through Jesus' resurrection, in distinc-

tion to the Old Law which forbade certain meats. The flesh meat is popular with the Slavs as the main dish because 

of its richness and symbolic of the great joy and abundance of Easter. Some may prefer lamb or veal. This is usually 

well roasted or cooked ahead of time as well as other meats, so that the festivity of the day will not be burdened 

with preparation and all may enjoy the feast. 

CHEESE – A custard-type of egg cheese shaped into a ball having a rather bland but sweet taste indicative of the 

moderation that Christians should have in all things. Also, creamed cheese is placed in a small dish and both are dec-

orated with symbols made out of cloves or pepper balls. 

HORSERADISH - Represents the bitter herbs prescribed in the original Passover meal as a reminder of bitterness and 

harshness of life in Egypt. It reminds us of the bitterness and suffering of Christ which culminated in the Resurrection. 

SALT - Reminds us to flavor our dealings with others by the example of Christ. 

BUTTER (LAMB) - This favorite dairy product is shaped into a figure of a Lamb. The lamb is the ancient Passover food 

by whose blood the Israelites were saved. Jesus is our Paschal (Passover) Lamb by whose blood we are saved. It also 

reminds us of the goodness of Christ that we should have toward all things. 

Everything for the Easter meal may be blessed. The custom is to reserve the eating of the blessed food until after the 

Resurrection services. These articles are placed in a wicker basket and a ribbon or bow is tied to the handle. A deco-

rated candle is placed in the basket and is lit at the time of the blessing. A linen cover, usually embroidered with a 

picture of the Risen Christ or symbol with the words "Christ is Risen," is placed over the food when it is brought to 

the Church.  
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St. Basil’s Charitable project  2021 
 

Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, we continue to inform you 
through the parish bulletin about our different charitable pro-
jects:    
# 20. Last Monday we sent another donation $175 (from 
three anonymous families $25, $100 & $ 50). Update directly 
from his mother, who also is thankful to all donors, she for-
ward the latest photo of Artem. “Artem is getting ready for 
an operation in Spain. As his results were not great, so he 
needs to wait.  He is glad that he is not in hospital, but in 
the apartment and his mum and dad are with him. But Ar-
tem very much misses home, and his brothers. Please see 
the picture #1. 

# 21. We are grateful to 
Knights of Columbus of the 
Rossburn Council for a gener-
ous donation of $500, towards poor & orphans. Just recently we re-
ceived photo report from this project.  

1. Yaroslav is an orphan who lives in Orphanage in Bila Tserkva. 
He is 14 years old. He needed shoes. Fr. Ihor bought for him nice 
sneakers. Now he actively comes to his church for a worship. 
Please see the picture #2 

2. Next person is Christina - a 13 years old girl. She has a diabe-
tes. Her mother is almost blind. The 
family moved to a village near Bila 
Tserkva. They live quite poor. They 
came to Fr. Ihor asking for some food. 
Fr. Ihor encouraged her to be bap-
tized. She was baptized in Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church. Father bought 
some groceries and other  items. 
Please see the picture #3. 

3.Next child is Eva, a 5 
years old girl. Cerebral 
palsy. The parents 
were force to relocate 
from Donetsk region to 
Bila Tserkva because 
of the war. The family 
also has 3 children. 
They contacted Fr. Ihor 
more than a year ago, 
asking for food. From time to time Fr. Ihor help 
them, including money, as Eva needs rehabilitation.  

Parents are now actively raising funds for an urgent 
operation to realize her dream: to walk. The re-

quired amount is 15,000 euros.  

#1 

#2 

#3 

#4 
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St. Basil’s Charitable project  2021 
 

 If anyone of you would like to help Eva to make her 
dream real—please let us know, we will be very grateful 
for that. The family is wonderful and sincere. Please see 
the pictures # 4 & 5.  

 

# 21. Two anonymous families generously donated to 
support the mother of our parishioners and her battle 
with an illness. Also the Mothers in Prayer group raised 
$320 to support this family. A huge thank you from the 
family to everyone who supported prayerfully and 
financially.  

 

Thank you for your generosity.  

May the Almighty God reward you for your generous contribution  

If you willing to help us in any way or know somebody who needs a help, please contact parish priest 
Fr. Mykhaylo.  

#5 

Thank you to our 

Maintenance Com-

mittee: John & Or-

est to take care of 

the Parish Resi-

dence and Church. 

This time for fixing 

the gate on a cold 

day, before Easter.  

According to the decision 

of the Parish Committee 

with cooperation of the 

Maintenance Committee 

the company 5 Star Fur-

nace came a cleaned the 

Furnace, Air Duct & Dryer 

Vent at the Parish Resi-

dence. Thank you!  
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Q. Why do we not kneel on East-
er and during Easter time? 

A. Believe it or not, the custom which also became a 

rule to stand on Sunday, Easter and all the way to the 

feast of the Pentecost is one of the oldest and most 

venerable in the ancient Church. Paschal Triodion 

simply states: "On the day of Pascha and until the 

Pentecost who do not kneel but pray standing." St. 

Basil in his great work On The Holy Spirit (ch. 66). "We 

all stand for prayer on Sunday, but not everyone knows why. We stand for prayer on the day of the Resurrec-

tion to remind ourselves of the graces we have been given: not only because we have been raised with Christ 

and are obliged to seek the things that are above, but also because Sunday seems to be an image of the age to 

come. ...It is therefore necessary for the Church to teach her newborn children to stand for prayer on this day, 

so that they will always be reminded of eternal life, and not neglect preparations for their journey. The entire 

season of Pentecost is likewise a reminder of the resurrection we expect in the age to come. ...Therefore this 

season is an image of eternity, since it begins and ends at the same point, like a circle. During this time the 

ordinances of the Church instruct us to pray standing, and by this reminder our minds are made to focus on the 

future instead of the present."  

Q. What is Pascha? 
A. During the Easter Week we often hear the word "Pascha." The term 

"Pascha," in its traditional application, has four various meanings: "Pascha," 

the Greek form of the Hebrew word "pesach” meaning "to pass over" is a 

Jewish Feast Day, which commemorates the liberation of the Hebrew na-

tion from Egyptian slavery and their crossing over the Red Sea into the 

Promised Land. In the New Testament, the term is applied to our liberation 

from the slavery of sin and our mystical passing "from death to life," and 

"from earth to heaven" (cf. Jn. 5:24; 14:1). Thus, for example, at the Resur-

rection Matins we sing: "The Passover is the Lord's Passover, since Christ 

our God has brought us from death to life and from earth to heaven," (Irmos of the First Ode).  For Christians, 

the word Pascha indicates the yearly commemoration of Christ's glorious Resurrection. In the Divine Liturgy, 

Pascha is described as "Feast of Feasts, and Festival of Festivals," (Irmos of the Eighth Ode). In other words, East-

er is simply called Pascha.  

Pascha is applied to the Paschal meal at which the Hebrew people feasted on the sacrificial lamb which prefig-

ured the "Lamb of God," Jesus Christ (Jn. 1:29). Jesus Himself referred this term to the Paschal Banquet telling 

His disciples "Go and make ready the Passover Supper," (Lk. 22: 28). Thus, the Easter Canon extols Jesus Christ as 

our "Pascha" since He "willing sacrificed Himself like a yearling lamb for all of us," (Troparion of the Fourth Ode). 
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CATECHISM classes on Fridays from 6:30-7:30 pm.  New students welcome. Please e-mail 
Lesia at Lesia.wozny@gmail.com for more information or to join the class.  There will be one class 
for all children grades 1-8. May God Bless You and see you on Zoom!   

MARYKA’S MUSIC, MOVEMENT & CRAFTS VIDEOS sponsored by UCC-MPC and Safe at Home Manitoba 

#3  Borshch with a capital B  at https://youtu.be/a_su35DbJ6I or To watch all  at https://uccmanitoba.ca/2021/02/marykas-

music-movement-crafts/ 

What Do We Celebrate at Easter? 

After the journey of the Great Fast, upon 
which we embarked on the Monday in Febru-
ary, we now relive the passion, death, burial, 
descent into hades, and the Resurrection of 
Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  In the litur-
gical tradition of our Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, the services, with the beautiful poetic 
verses, with the procession with our venerated 
Holy Shroud on Good Friday, and the proces-

sion before Resurrectional Matins for Easter Sunday, are beyond comparison. And when the priest intones 
Christ is Risen in front of the Church doors on Easter Sunday, he proclaims the Good News that has re-
sounded throughout the world since it was first announced to the women who went to the tomb on that 
first Easter morning. For when we celebrate Easter, we proclaim the central message of our Christian 
faith, the Christ is Risen. And for the next forty days, we will shout, ring, proclaim this Good News in our 
Easter Troparion, "Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the graves. He 
granted life." For in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we find our own resurrection from the dead. Sadly 
however, for some, the celebration of Easter becomes associated more with the customs than with the 
religious and spiritual significance of the event itself. People, who for whatever reason, no longer partici-
pate in the liturgical life and faith of our Ukrainian Catholic Church, find it necessary to have Easter foods 
blessed simply because of tradition—without comprehending that there is a religious significance to this 
tradition. Without the religious participation, the blessing of the foods becomes devoid of its meaning. On 
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday, churches throughout the world are overflowing with people. One realizes 
families and friends may be visiting and may join in the celebration. But sometimes people who can find 
the church on Easter, seem to forget the location until Christmas rolls around. Is this really practicing the 
faith? Does this infrequent attendance demonstrate an understanding and a belief that Christ did die and 
rise for us and that we will rise with Him? Or is sporadic attendance a manifestation of nostalgia, remem-
bering the past, or simply cultural conditioning in a secular society that has little time for religion and faith 
on a regular basis? The Easter season should not be reduced to pussy willows, pysanky, blessing foods. It is 
about something far more serious, probably the most important aspect of our human existence. It is 
about our salvation. It is a sobering thought! As you sing "Christ is risen!" during this Easter season reflect 
on the words "and to those in the graves. He granted life!" For as we celebrate the Resurrection, we cele-
brate not only the Resurrection of Christ, but also our own resurrection from the dead. 

https://youtu.be/a_su35DbJ6I
https://uccmanitoba.ca/2021/02/marykas-music-movement-crafts/
https://uccmanitoba.ca/2021/02/marykas-music-movement-crafts/
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EASTER PASTORAL LETTER OF  

THE BISHOPS OF CANADA 2021 

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and 

Brothers, Seminarians and Laity of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in 

Canada: 

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm 118:24) 

The Easter event is filled with much dramatic activity! The women go to the tomb where Jesus' body was placed. 

We are told that there was a great earthquake. An angel appears to the women telling them not to be afraid. Jesus 

is not there. Jesus has been raised. The angel then tells the women, "Go quickly and tell his disciples, He has been 

raised from the dead, and indeed He is going ahead of you in Galilee. There you will see him" (Mt 28:7). The women 

began to run from the tomb. They suddenly meet the Risen Christ who tells them not to be afraid. Jesus tells them 

to "go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me" (Mt 28:10). That same message to go and 

tell others of what you have seen and heard, that Jesus, the Messiah, our Saviour, has risen from the dead is re-

peated again and again in our Easter Sunday Divine Liturgy. 

When the eleven disciples went to Galilee, the Risen Christ greets them and said to them, "All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations; baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 

you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age" (Mt 28:16-20). 

This great commandment is directed not only at the disciples. It is directed to all of us, to the followers of Jesus 

Christ. All of us share in the duty and privilege to announce the Gospel. All of us share in the mission to preach the 

Good News to all people. Our nature as Church, as the people of God is always missionary. We are all called to 

evangelize and to give witness to Christ's presence in the world through action and love. This is why the Gospel 

message is read in so many languages during the Easter Divine Liturgy. 

Let us begin by telling our family members of God's love. Many of our family members experience God's presence 

through the light of a dimly lit candle. Sometimes this happens through one's own choice. At other times, it can 

happen through circumstances beyond one's control. Yet, even with a dimly lit candle, there is always hope. Jesus 

Christ is the Light of the world. Christ can fan the light of that dimly lit candle into a light that burns brightly and is 

inextinguishable. 

With confidence and courage, let each of us share our faith with others. Our faith is a precious gift that has been 

given to us by Jesus Christ to be shared. It should not be kept to ourselves but shared with others, beginning with 

our family members whom we love. Together, we are on a mission. May we find hope and courage to go out and 

preach the Good News. Take as an inspiring example the creativity of many who have provided online sharing of 

worship and prayer as we responded to the challenges of this pandemic. While the light from gathering in our par-

ishes was dimmed, the light of sharing our faith was illuminated through the internet.  Remember, dear brothers 

and sisters in Christ, that we do not walk alone in this mission. Jesus Christ promises, "I am with you always until 

the end of the age" (Mt 28:20). May your hearts be aflame with passion to know the Risen Christ. May you be in-

spired to share your faith in Jesus Christ with others.                                                       Continued on page 11  
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EASTER PASTORAL LETTER OF  

THE BISHOPS OF CANADA Continued from page 10 

May your hearts be filled with overflowing joy on realizing the pres-

ence of the Risen Christ within you. May you know the peace of the 

Risen Christ. May your Easter celebrations be filled with much joy, in-

ner peace, and heartfelt love shared with your family and with all 

whom you love and meet in the exciting journey of life. God's choicest 

blessings be upon you, because Christ is Risen!   Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!        Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM, Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg, + David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton; Apostolic 

Administrator of New Westminster; + Bryan Bayda, CSsR, Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon; Apostolic Administrator of Toronto; 

+ Michael Wiwchar, CSsR, Bishop Emeritus of Saskatoon; + Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM, Bishop Emeritus of New Westmin-

ster; + Stephen Chmilar, Bishop Emeritus of Toronto  

EASTER PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV 

Beloved in Christ! Today the heart is jubilant, the soul rejoices, feet rush to church, arms stretch out 

to the Lord, resounding song comes from our mouths, for this day is truly the feast of feasts and 

solemnity of solemnities: "Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and to 

those in the tombs bestowing life!" As smoke which is blown away by the wind, and as wax which 

disappears in fire (see. Ps 67:2-3), so today all our anguish, worries, doubts, and fears dissipate and 

lose their power over us: "This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in 

it" (Ps 117:24). Let us meet... Christ, as He comes forth from His tomb… We go to encounter the One, who emerges from 

the grave, having undergone horrific torture, suffering, and death. In rising, Christ passes from death to live. He emerges 

from the confines of a limited and narrow tomb, with the entrance closed by a stone and signed with a seal. Christ passes by 

the guard, placed there at Pilate's command. The glorified body of the Saviour cannot be held, neither by time, nor by the 

space of earthly human existence, as we pray in the Anaphora of the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great: "He loosed the pangs of 

death, rising on the third day and making a way for all flesh to the resurrection of the dead - for it was not possible for the 

Prince of life to be mastered by corruption."   Christ opened a new Pascha of God, for not Moses, but the God-Man leads 

humankind - not from Egyptian captivity, but from death to life, and from earth to the heavens. The paschal matins service 

depicts this paschal movement, this exodus of the New Covenant as that of a Bridegroom emerging from the wedding cham-

ber., This image is familiar to us! Already, during Passion Week, the Church prepared us for the coming of Christ the Bride-

groom: "O faithful, let us be on fire with love for the Bridegroom, and with lamps burning, let us go out to meet Him. May the 

light of our virtues shine brightly, and may our faith be radiant. With the wise virgins, let us prepare to enter the banquet hall 

of the Lord; for the divine Spouse offers us the crown of immortality." (Great Tuesday, Matins). … Bearing torches let us 

meet the Bridegroom! This past year we have lived as if in a tomb "behind the locked doors" of quarantine restrictions that 

periodically intensified. Our churches and monasteries in some parts of the world were truly inaccessible to worshipping 

faithful, out of concern for the safety and health of both clergy and religious, as well as the laity. However, today Paschal 

Matins help us accept these restrictions as a form of expectation-of the exodus and of the risen Bridegroom-Christ, whose 

arrival is awaited vigilantly in the night by the wedding guests (see Mt 25:1-13). And here we sense that this time is ap-

proaching. The Bridegroom draws near, announcing to us that the exodus has begun. The light of hope shines through, that 

with God's help we will be able to emerge from this global "incarceration," to return from the virtual world to the expanse of 

our churches and communities, in order to pray together "with one heart and one voice" in God's assembly. But for this to 

happen, is it especially important that the torch of the Resurrection-the light of faith, hope, and love-not be extinguished.  

 Continued on p.12 
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EASTER PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV Continued from p.11 In going 

out to meet the risen Christ this paschal night we carry our torches of faith! Even in circumstances of strict quarantine we've 

learned to practice our faith, to differentiate between its substance and its forms of expression. We may have had to change 

our practices and customs, but we did not weaken our relationship of faith with our Lord God, a faith that filled our life with 

light through prayer and daily reflection on the Word of God, through participation in the Divine Liturgy in a different way, 

through a heartfelt desire to receive the Body and Blood of our Saviour. The torch of faith in us did not go out. 

We carry today the torches of our hope! Drawing strength from our faith, we have fostered expectations that we will over-

come and survive these complex times. Christian hope gave us strength to continue living, to adapt to a culture of preserving 

a healthy life in these new circumstances. We shone our torches of faith and hope in the resurrection even as we mourned 

our dead. When the world became disoriented and lost its bearings, the torch of Christian hope helped us find an exit-

exodus, move towards an encounter with the Bridegroom, who today joyfully and victoriously emerges from the tomb! 

We are encountering the risen Christ, carrying our torches of love in action-of God and neighbour. As the wise virgins of the 

Gospel parable (see Mt 25:1-13), this pandemic night of waiting for the coming of the Bridegroom filled our lamps with works 

of mercy and service to our neighbour. We understood that we will find our way out of these complex circumstances of life 

only if we create authentic and vibrant Christian communities, built on mutual assistance and sacrificial service to one anoth-

er. The torch of love for neighbour in us did not die out, and on this paschal night it allows us to go out to meet the risen 

Christ!            And let us greet, with joyful song, the saving Pascha of God. We joyfully praise Christ, who emerges from the 

tomb, as a spring bird, who, with the thaw, begins to sing louder and more cheerfully, and does not cease, even when it sens-

es that the branch on which it is perched is swaying-for it knows that it has wings of faith, hope, and love! Let us gaze upon 

the body of Christ, covered in wounds from brutal scourging, without breath or life. A body crucified and buried, it would 

seem, irrevocably and forever. And yet, the Spirit of God revives this broken human body, which in the brightness of Divine 

glory comes out to meet us and lay a path for us to eternity. This is the salvation of which we sing today: "O Son of God, who 

are the giver of life to the whole world, for this the whole world glorifies You." 

Therefore, if we are under the impression that humanity has become like a body tortured unto death by the pandemic-and 

our people suffer this evil in the midst of the horrors of war, which continue now for the eighth year-let us gaze towards the 

Bridegroom, who emerges from the tomb fully alive and surrounded by light, and let us not doubt even for a moment, that a 

light-filled resurrection also awaits us, that we too are true partakers of the Resurrection which we celebrate today by the 

power and action of the Holy Spirit! 

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ! On this bright, joyful day I greet all of you with the Pascha of our Lord. Especially in 

this Year of St. Joseph the Betrothed I greet all our husbands-fathers. My wish for you is that you be a light of faith, hope, and 

love for your families, models and icons of God's love, fidelity, courage, creativity, industriousness, patience, openness-for 

your beloved spouses and children. Christ is the only icon of God the Father, but children, as they grow up, develop an image 

of Him on the basis of their family experience and the example of their dad. 

I greet those who in this pandemic feel lonely and abandoned. Remember: when you pray, the risen Lord is always with you, 

and by the power of Christian prayer you are united with the entire community of His Church. You are not alone! 

I greet all the sick and frail, as well as medical professionals and your family and friends, who care for you. On this feast of 

victory over death I ask you: cherish the gift of life, and embrace bodily suffering as sacrifice in prayer, for this is "a spiritual 

fragrance" pleasing to the Lord.            To our soldiers and to those who remain in occupied territories and in Crimea, I send 

you my sincere paschal greeting and assure you of my prayers, that the risen Lord strengthen you and keep you alive and 

healthy.  I embrace with a fatherly love all the clergy, religious, and faithful in Ukraine and throughout the world, and sincere-

ly wish you all a blessed Easter feast, a tasty sharing of our traditional blessed egg, and a Paschal joy that is full of light. 

The grace of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Christ is risen! - Truly, He is risen!            + Sviatoslav 12 
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If you wish to receive the Sunday Bulletin via email, please contact the parish office or Father Mykhaylo at par-
ish@saintbasilwpg.ca or Stbasilpriest@gmail.com with your email address. Father Mykhaylo will send  you the bulletin and 
other information about events every week. There is a sign up sheet at the back of the church. 
Donations: Many Parishioners have asked how they can keep donating to the church during these unusual times. God bless 
you for thinking about your parish! If you would like to drop off your envelope - use the mailbox located in front of the 
Church on Harcourt Street. 

ВІТАЄМО! WELCOME! To all those who are tired and need rest, to all 

who mourn and need comfort, to all who are friendless and need friend-

ship, to all who are discouraged and need hope, to all who are hope-

less and need sheltering love, to all who sin and need a Saviour, this 

Church opens wide its doors in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Basic Guidelines for Reception of Holy Communion  

You are a member of the Catholic Church; You have participated in 

the Sacrament of Confession at least during the Easter or Christ-

mas seasons this past year if not more frequently; You attend Di-

vine Services regularly; Your lifestyle is consistent with the teaching 

of the Catholic Church; You have kept the Liturgical fast – no food 

at least one hour prior to the Divine Liturgy (water and medicine 

does not break the fast). You have been in church from the begin-

ning of the service, or at least heard the Gospel. To the best of your 

ability, you are in the state of Grace. If for any of these or other 

reasons you cannot receive Holy Communion, you are welcome to 

come for a blessing. Please indicate to the priest that you would 

like to receive his blessing.  

For those who are divorced and living common-law the Sacrament 

of the Holy Eucharist cannot be received. You are welcome to come 

for a blessing  

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY SCHOOL  

Applications for enrolment at Immaculate Heart of Mary School are now 
being accepted.  

Immaculate Heart of Mary School is a Kindergarten to Grade 8 co-ed, 
Ukrainian Catholic school, that offers strong academic, spiritual, cultural, 
arts and athletic programs.   

Kindergarten is a full time program. 

Before and after school supervision provided.  If you are interested in hav-
ing your child educated in a Christian environment, please inquire to book 
your own personal tour. 

Phone:  (204)582-5698         E-mail:  ihms@ihms.mb.ca 

For more information about Immaculate Heart of Mary School visit:    www.ihms.mb.ca 
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DAILY DIVINE LITURGY intention: while our Church closed its door for public services we 
continue to celebrate every day Liturgy, so if you you would like to offer a special Divine Lit-
urgy intention to be printed in the bulletin for any occasion (e.g. AN END CORONAVIRUS PAN-
DEMIC, HEALING OF ALL SICK, a birthday blessing, for the health of someone, in Thanksgiving 
to God for all received graces, or offer a prayer for the peaceful response of a loved one, etc.) 
please contact Parish Office of Fr. Mykhaylo by phone, text messages or email. It is a wonder-
ful and so powerful present for our loved ones.   

National Week for Life and the Family: Vir-
tual Tridiocesan Catholic Family Conference- 
May 6-8, 2021 
This year for the National week for Life and the Family, we are excited to 
offer a FREE, inspiring three-part Catholic family conference for families: 
parents, grandparents, children and youth while exploring the theme: 
“Family, the Domestic Church: a sign of Hope and Life. Walking in the 
Wilderness, Living in the Light”. May 6, will be an online program for chil-
dren/teens featuring a faith-filled comedy, perfect for kids, teens, and 
families. Bring your popcorn!  May 6, will also feature a session for young 
adults (ages 16+), sharing personal inspiring stories of living in Christ’s light 
while tackling modern-day challenges as well as an opportunity for Eucha-
ristic Adoration. May 7, for adults, features moving guest speaker and au-
thor, Robert Rogers who shares his tragic life-changing story, how God moved to bring light in his darkest 
moments. Come listen, learn, discuss, and be inspired!  May 8, join us together with your family, and Arch-
bishops LeGatt, Gagnon and Huculak as we pray, sing, dance, explore and share ways we can be light to 
each other through family worship, activities & sharing as well as a concelebrated mass!  view poster: 
bit.ly/poster-nwlf-2021 For more info & to register online by, Saturday, May 1, visit: lifeandthefam-
ily.com/events/conference or contact: Nadine Fetherston mfl2@archsaintboniface.ca or (204) 594-
0295. Free-will donations welcomed (select National week for life & the family): bit.ly/donations-
nwlf  

http://bit.ly/poster-nwlf-2021
http://www.lifeandthefamily.com/events/conference
http://www.lifeandthefamily.com/events/conference
mailto:mfl2@archsaintboniface.ca
http://bit.ly/donations-nwlf
http://bit.ly/donations-nwlf
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Easter Sunday!  
Easter is the time where we celebrate Jesus’ rising from 
the dead, and the conclusion of our Lenten journey. To-

day we reflect on Jesus’ love and sacrifice for us, and 
that he died for our sins, but he has now risen! 

Children’s  

Bulletin #4:  
EASTER SUNDAY 
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Sunday, April 4 - Easter Sunday 

 
Instead of ‘Holy God....’: All you, who have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia! 

Prokimen, tone 8: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Verse: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 

Epistle: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (1: 1 - 8) 

In my first account, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken up to heaven, having first 

instructed the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit. In the time after his suffering he showed them in many con-

vincing ways that he was alive, appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking to them about the reign of 

God. On one occasion when he met with them he told them not to leave Jerusalem: “Wait, rather, for the fulfillment of my 

Father’s promise, of which you have heard me speak. John baptized with water, but within a few days you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.” While they were with him they asked, “Lord, are you going to restore the rule to Israel now?” His an-

swer was: “The exact time it is not yours to know. The Father has reserved that to himself. You will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes down on you; then you are to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, yes, even to 

the ends of the earth.” 

Alleluia Verses: Rise, take pity on Zion. 

The Lord has looked down on earth from heaven. 

 

GOSPEL: John 1: 1 - 17 

In the beginning was the Word; and the Word was in God’s presence, and the Word was God. 

He was present to God in the beginning, through him all things came into being, and apart from him 

nothing came to be. 

Whatever came to be in him, found life, life for the light of men. The light shines on in darkness, a dark-

ness that did not overcome it. There was a man named John sent by God, who came as a witness to tes-

tify to the light, so that through him all men might believe. But only to testify to the light, for he himself 

was not the light. The real light which gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the 

world, and through him the world was made, yet the world did not know who he was. To his own he 

came, yet his own did not accept him. Any who did accept him he empowered to become children of 

God. These are they who believe in his name. Begotten not by blood, nor by carnal desire, nor by man’s 

willing it, but by God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we have seen his 

glory; the glory of an only Son coming from the Father, filled with enduring love.John testified to him by 

proclaiming: “This is he of whom I said, The one who comes after me ranks ahead of me, for he was be-

fore me.“ Of his fullness we have all had a share -- love following upon love. For while the law was given 

through Moses, this enduring love came through Jesus Christ. 
 

Instead of ‘It is truly right....’: The angel cried out to the One full of grace:* “O chaste Virgin, rejoice!* And again I say, 

rejoice!* Your Son has risen from the tomb on the third day* and raised the dead.”* Let all people rejoice!* Shine, shine, O 

New Jerusalem,* for the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!* Exalt now and be glad, O Sion!* And you, O chaste Mother of 

God, take delight* in the resurrection of your Son. 

Communion Hymn: Receive the Body of Christ; partake of the source of immortality. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

“Christ is risen…” replaces: “Blessed is he who comes…,’ ‘We have seen the true light,’ “May our mouths be filled,’ 

‘Blessed be the name of the Lord,’ and ‘Glory be to the Father….’ at the dismissal. 

At the conclusion of the Liturgy, “Christ is risen…” is sung three times, with the addition of “And to us He grants 

life eternal, let us bow to his third day resurrection.” 


