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SUNDAY LITURGY
10:00 a.m. English
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
SATURDAY LITURGY
5:00 pm—Bilingual
Office Hours (Tues. & Thurs.)
11:00 am – 2:00 pm
CONFESSIONS Before Liturgies
BAPTISM By appointment
FUNERALS By arrangement
MARRIAGES: By appointment at
least six months in advance
WEBSITE: www.saintbasilwpg.ca
PARISH OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS:

parish@saintbasilwpg.ca
ВІТАЄМО! WELCOME! To all
those who are tired and need
rest, to all who mourn and need
comfort, to all who are friendless and need friendship, to all
who are discouraged and need
hope, to all who are hopeless
and need sheltering love, to all
who sin and need a Saviour,
this Church
opens wide its
doors in the
name of the
Lord Jesus
Christ!

Sunday Tropar, tone 8: You came down from on high, O Merciful One,* and accepted
three days of burial* to free us from our sufferings.* O Lord, our life and our resurrection,* glory be to You.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever and
ever. Amen!
Kondak, tone 4: Our father, teacher John,* the Lord has placed you and your faithfulness at the summit of the ascetic life* like an unerring star illuminating* the very limits
of the world.
Prokimen, tone 8: Pray and give praise to the Lord our God.
Verse: In Judea God is known; His name is great in Israel.
Epistle: A reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews. (6: 13 - 20)
Brothers and Sisters! When God made his promise to Abraham, he swore by himself,
having no one greater to swear by, and said, “I will indeed bless you, and multiply
you.’’ And so, after patient waiting, Abraham obtained what God had promised. Men
swear by someone greater than themselves; an oath gives firmness to a promise and
puts an end to all argument. God, wishing to give the heirs of his promise even clearer
evidence that his purpose would not change, guaranteed it by oath, so that, by two
things that are unchangeable, in which he could not lie, we who have taken refuge in
him might be strongly encouraged to seize the hope which is placed before us. Like a
sure and firm anchor, that hope extends beyond the veil through which Jesus, our
forerunner, has entered on our behalf, being made high priest forever according to the
order of Melchizedek.
Alleluia Verses: Come, let us rejoice in the Lord; let us acclaim God our Savior.
Let us come before His countenance with praise and acclaim Him with psalms
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SCHEDULE All Sunday and Feast Day Divine Liturgies only
by registration (max 65 people). To REGISTER please call
DOROTHY LABAY at 204-832-6834

Time
14 Mar., Sunday
Fourth Sunday
of Lent

15 Mar., Monday

16 Mar., Tuesday

17 Mar., Wednesday

18 Mar., Thursday
19 Mar., Friday

9:30 AM
10:00 AM

Rosary
Divine Liturgy for all parishioners (Eng) - only by registration (max 65)

2:00 PM

Morden Divine Liturgy (Ukr.)

2:00

8:00 PM
10:00 AM

Rosary – Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

9:00 AM

Lenten Matins—NO Liturgy -Aliturgical Day

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

8:30 PM

Mothers in Prayer

4:00 PM

LITURGY OF THE PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS - Birthday Blessings for dad Bohdan
Khomitskyy by Khomitski family

6:00 PM

21 Mar., Sunday
Fifth Sunday
of Lent

NO Liturgy Aliturgical Day

Poklony - Matins with Prostrations

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

9:00 AM

Lenten Matins - NO Liturgy—Aliturgical Day

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

4:00 PM

LITURGY OF PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS—For the Soul of Doreen Musick requested by
Anne Kostantin

6:00 PM

20 Mar., Saturday

Feast or Intention, requested by

Children’s Stations of the Cross

7:00 PM

Sorokousty

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy for the health of Sonia Wawryk requested by UCWLC

8:00 PM

Rosary—Jesus Prayer —Live stream on Facebook

9:30 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

Rosary
Divine Liturgy for all parishioners (Eng) - only by registration (max 65)
Divine Liturgy (Ukr.)
Online Holy Communion Class
Rosary—Jesus Prayer—Live stream on Facebook
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God’s Blessings for
your

Tatsa counters
March—Gus & Pearl Groen and Gwen
Dankewich

Happiest Birthday
Allan Rebenchuk (16)

Church Custodians

Joshua Robins (17)

March —Tony Sklar & Florence Rebenchuk

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА !

Dear Parishioners, Please contact me to help
clean the church for a month in 2021.
Diane Pinuta - 204-774-1350

SANCTUARY LIGHT burns eternally to indicate
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
the presence of the Holy Eucharist In the tabernacle.
Call and visit our many parishioners that are ill or exFor the soul of Steve Dankewich requested by periencing various challenges in life. Remember: If
anyone wishes to receive the Sacraments at home or in
Gwen Dankewich
the hospital or nursing home please contact the parish
office or Fr. Mykhaylo directly, at the numbers noted,
and he will be happy to visit..

The Sanctuary light can be reserved , please contact
the office at 204-837-4180.

Special THANK YOU goes to
• Orest Kulchyski, John Bazarkewich and Gus Groen for taking the time
to repair the men’s washroom.
• To all volunteer ladies and gentlemen who are cleaning the church
regularly
This is what we noticed, BUT THERE ARE A LOTS OF WORK UNNOTICED - only God knows. May the
Almighty God bless and abundantly, reward your time, care and generosity! “Remember, O Lord,
those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches and remembering the poor. Send
down Your mercy upon all of us!” Thank you very much!
The province is allowing the churches to open at 25% capacity.
St. Basil's Church will be able to accommodate up to 65 people for service (using
choir loft as well). DOROTHY LABAY will take the registrations at

204-832-6834

Immaculate Heart of Mary School (IHMS) stands proudly with a rich history of educating children for
over 115 years and is determined to be here for generations to come. We are pleased to introduce the
Super Spring 50/50 Raffle! Tickets are on sale throughout March, with the final draw for 50% of the pot
on March 31st. To purchase go online: fundingchange.ca/ihms or call 204-942-0443 during office
hours. Please remember to Support Team Khomitskyy (Anna & Dominic) when buying your tickets.
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CLEANING of the CHOIR LOFT

Thank you to Gus & Pearl Groen,
John Bazarkewich, Linda Gardener
& Orest Kulchyski for helping with
cleaning and organizing the church choir
loft. Thank you a lot for this help. Now we
can accommodate up to 15 people with
proper physical distancing. If somebody are
interested in mirror with dresser or musical
organ (we are not sure if working) please
take for free.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR:
Monsignor Michael, Deacon Mykola, Bohdan & Anna, Ed & Sylvia, Sonia, Donald, Sam, Dave, Dianne,
Isiah, Stefan, Johnny, Iryna, Melvin, Scott, Theresa,
Lorne, Roman, Olga, Dominic, Ed, William & Helen,
Irene, Nadine, Jillian … and all members of our parish
family and those who are not able to join actively in our community, your families, relatives,
friends, neighbors, governments and armed forces, especially the shut-in or those in the hospitals, traveling, working or studying, nursing and senior homes, seeking God’s answer to
their prayers or those rejoicing with God’s answer; your spiritual fathers, those celebrating
birthdays and anniversaries; those called to their eternal reward and for the family they
leave behind; widows and widowers, orphans, homeless, those who love us and those who
hate, use & hurt us; and all people who have asked us pray for them. Please, also in your
kindness keep praying those daily for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Remember to ask for special blessings to all Christian families and yourselves! REMINDER for families of
individuals, who are admitted to hospital - If you or a family member is admitted to hospital and you wish to
have a priest visit, please be sure to have someone call our parish rectory office to make this request. Your pastor may have no other way of knowing that you are in hospital, as privacy legislation.
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4th SUNDAY OF the GREAT LENT
Dear brethren, today's gospel reading tells us that a
father brought his child to Christ to be cured of his sickness
saying, "Master, I have brought you my child. He suffers and
is in pain. You are my last hope. Please make him well."
Christ inquired how long the child had suffered. The father
answered, "from childhood".
Today's sermon is about our children. The sermon is
timely. It is very necessary because our children are, these
days, near destruction. They face dangers from all directions.
What is the Church? It is the Great Mother of Christians which gives rebirth, feeds, and instructs (or educate) the
believer for and to salvation. Basil the Great calls the Church
"Mother of all and the nurse." The womb of the Church is the
holy font where we regenerate ourselves and through it come
into the world of true life. The Church is the nurse — like a
mother who covers, who loves, who warms, who becomes the consolation and balm for the sick, the
naked and those who go astray.
But before the child goes to Church, he first goes home, to his parents. Children are not born
like animals. Man is born naked and unable to face life alone, thereby in need of protection.
The parents should direct their interests not only as to how their children will be strong bodily but spiritually as well. St. Gregory of Nyssa, from his personal family experience wrote, "From the
family's fireplace men take the fire of holiness, and the home is the factory (or the shop) of virtue."
St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, "You are God's building" (I Cor. 3:9). Faith to God is first. We must
teach our children, not how to become materially rich, but how to become good men, rich in God.
The example of parents is the greatest teacher. The small children not only accept and learn what
they hear, but what they see is imprinted in their minds also and they imitate likewise.
After his family life, a child enters church life. We cannot say anything about school life, because even Lord’s prayer was thrown out from public schools. For this reason the Church's responsibility is doubled. The priest is a priest, but he is also the teacher of religion. What did the father in
today's gospel do? He took his sick child and brought him to Jesus Christ. The parents of today's society should do the same, leading their children to the Church. The Church is a private clinic and a spiritual sanitorium.. A child goes into the Church and leaves as another. The Church is the treasury of
divine grace that she grants to her children through her sacraments. The parents who bring their
children to the "courts of the Lord" are blessed, while the parents leading own children to other
places on Sunday, will mourn "tomorrow" because of their negligence to their children, and their
mourning will be too late.
So let us bring our children, grandchildren to the Church, to Jesus who is waiting for them all,
exactly as the father in the gospel brought his child to Saviour. Amen.
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Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our Annual Parish Meeting which was held on March 7th virtually on ZOOM platform. There were around 36 participants from our parish. Special Thank you to everyone who
prepared report and worked hard last year at St. Basil’s Church. Choicest Blessings of God upon you all.

4th Sunday of Lent: ST. JOHN CLIMACUS, AUTHOR OF THE LADDER OF DIVINE ASCENT
Today the Church commemorates St. John, the author of the Ladder of
Divine Ascent, that classic work of Eastern piety read and cherished by
generations of pious Christians. The Ladder is a detailed account of how
one must set aside the passions and make one's way towards the heavenly kingdom. St. John lists the passions and calls them to our careful scrutiny. Passions such as anger, pride, gluttony and lust are discussed and
examined much as a military man examines an enemy’s territory prior to
attack. The reader is instructed to flee from such passions as from fire
itself so that he might ascend the heavenly ladder. The Church shows in
her iconography the scene of the soul ascending the heavenly ladder.
The initial steps of the ladder are climbed easily. However, as one continues the heavenward climb, one has to struggle against more difficult temptations, sin which disguises itself as goodness, and temptations which do not even
appear to be temptations. On the icon we see Christians falling from the ladder at various steps on the way up. Some-even at the last moment--with our Lord's hand extended to them, fall from the ladder to be devoured by satan and
his angels. As we go through the struggle of the Great Lent, we should see how we are doing in our battle with satan
and how successfully we are ascending the Holy Ladder. Have we gotten off the ladder? Have we remained on the
lowest rung? Have we persisted and fallen off, or are we still there struggling against satan and calling upon our Savior for His Divine Grace? Let us pray that we will all climb that ladder and receive from our Savior His outstretched
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hand pulling us to Him. Amen.

COVID-19 LENTEN MISSION at ST. BASIL’S CHURCH!
In the middle of Global Pandemic parishioners of St. Basil’s Church warmly welcomed Fr. Daniel Wach from the Basilian Order
to lead the 3 days Mission. We were blessed and grateful to God to attend this event in person, even with a limited number of
people (with this calculation we were almost full). Many of us received the long-waited Sacrament of Reconciliation. We all
with guidance of our preacher, Fr. Dan were immersed into the pages of the Holy Scripture especially the condemnation, suffering and crucifixion of our Lord. Now with this deep understanding we will experience and witness of Passion week differently
and more profoundly. The 1st Session on Friday, March 5th was started with the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts and Confession. The 2nd day was special and extraordinary, as after the Divine Liturgy and the 2nd talk, all faithful were anointed for the
healing of the body and soul. The 3rd Day—Veneration Sunday and the last session was based on a personal reflection from
the life of Fr. Dan, the meeting between Jesus & Peter at the courtyard before the Crucifixion, and a special message to the
youth to come back to the Church.
May the Good Lord bless abundantly Fr. Dan and his ministry in the vineyard of Christ! Mhohaya lita!
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“POKLONY” THE PENITENTIAL SERVICES WITH PROSTRATIONS on Wednesday, March 17th at 6:00 PM
On the fifth Wednesday evening of Lent, the Byzantine Church celebrates the
impressive Penitential Services with Prostrations, known as “Poklony.” These
moving ceremonies, celebrated within the liturgical setting of the Lenten
[Great Fast] Matins, are concentrated around the Great Canon of St. Andrew
of Crete (d. 740), which consists of 250 troparia divided into nine odes, with a
prostration (Old-Slavonic: poklon – prostration, a deep bow) after each troparion. Hence it received the popular name: Prostrations or Poklony.

The Great Canon is a vast storehouse of scriptural themes and the ascetic
teaching of the early Fathers of the Church. In order to fully grasp its spiritual
meaning and beauty, one must know something about the history of this renowned ” Poem of Repentance.”
1. The Great or Penitential Canon was composed by one of the greatest Byzantine hymnographers of the
eighth century, St. Andrew of Crete. He was born in Damascus, Syria, about 660 A.D. Making a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land, he decided to remain there and become a monk at the famous monastery of St. Sabbas, near
Jerusalem. Because of his literary gifts and genuine Christian piety he soon became a secretary for the patriarch of Jerusalem.

About 685 A.D. he was sent on a mission to Constantinople, where he became a deacon at the famous St.
Sophia church. It was at this time that St. Andrew introduced many of the liturgical customs of Jerusalem to
the church of Constantinople. He became so popular and influential in the Byzantine capital that around 700
A.D. he was appointed archbishop of the important seat of Gortyna on the island of Crete.
Byzantine hagiography ascribes to St. Andrew the invention of the canon itself, although similar liturgical poems existed in Jerusalem since the time of St. Sophronius (d. 638). But is was St. Andrew of Crete who developed the Canon to its complete form and liturgical perfection. For this reason he is justly considered as the
Father of the Canon.
As an integral part of the Byzantine morning services called Matins, the canon is a complex composition following certain rules. It is generally composed of nine canticles, called Odes. The nine odes of a canon are
modelled after the nine Canticles found in the Holy Scriptures which, in general, tend to praise God for His
benefits. When composing a canon, every hymnographer, whatever the purpose of the celebration, was
bound-as a rule (canon) – to make some allusion to the scriptural model (canticle) in the irmos of each ode.
The number nine is a symbolic number representing the nine angelic choirs who praise God day and night in
the heavens.
(Continued on p.9.)
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he canons appealed to the people not so much for their poetical form but rather for their scriptural and spiritual content. The protracted melody of the troparion moved Christian souls, yet it was the simple message of
the troparia that illumined the minds of the faithful and showed them the way of true Christian living. Thus,
the Byzantine hymns became a true school of Christian piety, spiritual exercises, and virtuous living. And such
is the Great or Penitential Canon of St. Andrew of Crete, which by some authors is called the King of Canons.
3. The Penitential Canon of St. Andrew of Crete is called Great, not only for its exalted thoughts and grand
penitential impact on the Christian soul, but also for its never-ending length. While the ordinary canons are
composed of at most 32- 36 troparia, the Great Canon extends to 250 troparia, each one containing some
fresh thought or moving idea. Their sorrowful melody combined with so many prostrations and invocations
for the mercy of God (a constantly repeated refrain is: ” Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me!” )
The Synod of Trullo (692 A.D.) , ordered the Great Canon to be inserted into the Matins of the fifth Thursday
of Lent. The Prolog (Synaxarion) gives the following explanation:
“Since the holy season of Lent is drawing near its end, and so that people would not become idle and careless
in their spiritual contests, or even give up altogether, the great Andrew, like some trainer, through the stories
of the Great Canon, in which he describes the virtues of great men and the defeat of bad, incites the faithful
to become more perfect and diligent, in order that they manfully ‘reach out to those things which are before.’ ” (Phil. 3:13)
It seems that St. John Damascene (d. 749) replaced the reading of the Life of St. Mary of Egypt with two additional troparia, composed by him for each ode in her honor (Refrain : “O Venerable Mother Mary, pray to
God for us”). He also added to each ode a troparion in honor of st. Andrew of Crete (Refrain: “O Venerable
Father Andrew, pray to God for us”).
https://www.archpitt.org
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Children’s
Bulletin #1:
Fourth Sunday of Lent:
Sunday of St. John
Climacus (St. John of the
ladder)
We are now beginning our fourth week of Lent. This week we focus on St. John Climacus.
From a very young age, St. John was just like you, a small child, who wanted to serve God.
He became a monk at the age of 16 and he served there faithfully. St. John experienced
something we all do today, the fight against the devil and his passions. But something
John did that we must do is faithfully pray. He focused on Christ and became holier because he refused to give into the devil, advice we all need sometimes. Over his lifetime,
God used John to proclaim the word of God and to perform some miracles. The reason St.
John of the Ladder is given the title “St. John of the Ladder” is because he wrote about the
thirty steps that can lead monks closer to God. It is something here even we can analyze
and add into our own lives. One that relates nicely with this theme of prayer is “Step
28: On Holy and Blessed Prayer: "When you are going to stand before the Lord, let the garment of your soul be woven throughout with the thread of obliviousness to wrongs. Otherwise, prayer will bring you no benefit." Prayer is very important to add in our daily lives.

If you want to continue to look into them, they are available on the website: http://
catholicselfhelp.blogspot.com/2012/06/30-step-ladder-of-divine-ascent-st-john.html
St. John Climacus, please intercede for our salvation!
God bless!
Megan Morant
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Sunday, March 14

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Gospel: Mark 9: 17 - 31
At that time a man came up to Jesus and said: “Teacher, I have brought my son to you because he is possessed by a mute
spirit. Whenever it seizes him it throws him down; he foams at the mouth and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. Just now I
asked your disciples to expel him, but they were unable to do so.’’ He replied by saying to the crowd, “What an unbelieving lot
you are! How long must I remain with you? How long can I endure you? Bring him to me.’’ When they did so the spirit caught
sight of Jesus and immediately threw the boy into convulsions. As he fell to the ground he began to roll around and foam at the
mouth. Then Jesus questioned the father: “How long has this been happening to him?’’ “From childhood,’’ the father replied.
“Often it throws him into fire and into water. You would think it would kill him. If out of the kindness of your heart you can do anything to help us, please do!’’ Jesus said: “If you can? Everything is possible to a man who trusts.’’ The boy’s father immediately
exclaimed, “I do believe! Help my lack of trust!’’ Jesus, on seeing a crowd rapidly gathering, reprimanded the unclean spirit by
saying to him, “Mute and deaf spirit, I command you: Get out of him and never enter him again!’’ Shouting and throwing the boy
into convulsions, it came out of him; the boy became like a corpse, which caused many to say, “He is dead.’’ But Jesus took him
by the hand and helped him to his feet. When Jesus arrived at the house his disciples began to ask him privately, “Why is it that
we could not expel it?’’ He told them, “this kind you can drive out only by prayer. They left that district and began a journey
through Galilee, but he did not want anyone to know about it. He was teaching his disciples in this vein: “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men who will put him to death; three days after his death he will rise.’
’Instead of 'It is truly right': In you,* Lady full of grace,* all creation rejoices,* the world of angels* and the human race.* Sanctified temple, spiritual paradise,* boast of virgins,* God* took flesh from you* and became a child;* He was God* before* the ages.* He made your womb* a throne* and made it* more encompassing* than the heavens.* In you,* Lady full of grace,* all creation rejoices,* glory be to you.
Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens, Praise Him in the highest.
The just man shall be in everlasting remembrance; of evil hearsay he shall have no fear. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

St. Basil’s Charitable project 2021
Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, we continue to inform you through parish bulletin about our different charitable projects:
# 17. Little Artem Matsyuk 9 years old was diagnosed with a cancerous tumor of the
abdominal cavity. He cries all the time, that is caused by cancer. More info about him
was published in the Bulletin for Feb. 14th.
This week we sent another huge donation $900 to support Artem and his medical treatment. There where 4 donations ($50, $100, $250 & $500) from anonymous families for Artem which we sent on
Wednesday, March 10th. An update from my cousin who knew personally the family: Artem with his mom and
dad went to Barcelona Children's Hospital (Spain) to start the treatment. He supposed to be there for one year
with mother. His dad will come back to Ukraine to stay with two other children. Again Spanish clinic promised Artem full recovery and billed his parents in the amount of 224,000 euros, not including accommodation. The family
with the help of good people, including you all, reached that sum of money, but they still need support for one
year living there. May Divine Physician heal Artem and bless him with speedy recovery. Also thank you to the families for your generous gift. May the Almighty God reward you for your generous contribution to
our projects. If you willing to help us in any way or know somebody who needs a help, please
contact parish priest Fr. Mykhaylo.
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