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SUNDAY,  MAR. 29th. , 2020 

SUNDAY LITURGY 

10:00 a.m.  English  

(Rosary at 9:30 am) 

12:00 p.m. Ukrainian 

Office Hours (Tues. & Thurs.) 

11:00 am – 2:00 pm 

CONFESSIONS Before Divine Litur-
gies 

BAPTISM By appointment 

FUNERALS   By arrangement 

MARRIAGES: By appointment at 
least six months in advance 

WEBSITE: www.saintbasilwpg.ca 

PARISH OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS:             
parish@saintbasilwpg.ca 

 

    SAINT BASIL the GREAT                           

Ukrainian Catholic Parish                        
Парафія СВ. ВАСИЛІЯ ВЕЛИКОГО УГКЦ 

 202 HARCOURT STREET, WINNIPEG, MB   R3J  3H3                                             

Parish Office: 204-837-4180       Parish Hall: 204-889-9057                                         

Rev. Fr. Ihor Shved  о. Ігор Швед   Cell: 431-996-2343                                                    

Email Address Stbasilpriest@gmail.com 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

On Friday, March 27th, millions of Catholics and other people of 

faith were joined together to listen and to pray with Pope 

Francis. He presented his words of wisdom from which we can 

better understand how to accept today’s circumstances 

throughout the world. You can find the video of his speech on 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCxIsefyl9g9A5SGWA4FvGIA which will be on our website un-

der News Update.  There are more links for our reflections dur-

ing these days. Please continue to join us in prayer. Here in the 

church, I am praying for you every day. As well, I am open to 

listen to your confession or you can come and pray and even 

receive Holy Communion every day from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  

You are welcome to join our Metropolitan Lawrence on Sun-

day, March 29 at 10:00 am via YouTube channel https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UCpqMMUgLN2spWECL56VC5IA  

of Holy Eucharist church. The link is available on our website 

https://saintbasilwpg.ca/index.php/daily-news/  

May God bless you and your families with good health and 

emotional and spiritual comfort. 

 More details about services during Holy Week and Easter will 

follow. Check our website and the Archeparchy website    

http://archeparchy.ca                               Father Ihor                                    

mailto:parish@saintbasilwpg.ca
mailto:Stbasilpriest@gmail.com
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  SCHEDULE All Sunday and Feast Day 

Divine Liturgies are hereby closed to 

the public!!! 
  Time Feast or Intention, requested by 

29 Mar., Sunday 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy for all parishioners  

 

30 Mar., Monday   

31 Mar., Tuesday   

01 Apr., Wednesday 6:00 PM Divine Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts 

02 Apr.., Thursday   

03 Apr., Friday 10:00 AM 

11:30 AM  

Divine Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts—PARASTAS (Sorokousty) 

Prayer Vigil to 5:00 PM                                                                 

04 Apr., Saturday 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

05 Apr., Sunday 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy for all parishioners  

LITURGICAL SERVICES Following upon the civil restriction concerning the gatherings of per-

sons, all Sunday and Feast Day Divine Liturgies are hereby closed to the public. This means 

that priests are to celebrate these liturgies with limited assistants, such as a cantor, for the giv-

en intentions, especially for the parish, the sick and deceased. The faithful are dispensed from 

the canonical obligation to attend Sunday and Feast Day Liturgies. 

 The same restriction applies to other liturgical functions, including the Lenten ser-

vices and weekday liturgies. The clergy are to conduct these liturgical services, especially for 

the spiritual benefit of the faithful, but only with limited assistants. All Lenten Missions are 

cancelled. 

Special Instructions will be given separately for liturgical services for Holy Week and Easter. 
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Church Custodians                                          

March:  David & Phyllis Shumski & 
Maryanne Siwicki                                                                                   

Dear Parishioners, Please contact me 
to help clean the church for a month in 

2020. Your early attention would be 
greatly appreciated.                                      

Diane Pinuta - Church Cleaning Chair                                 
204-774-1350 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Call and visit our many parishioners that are ill or 

experiencing varous challenges in life. Remem-

ber:  If anyone wishes to receive the Sacraments 

at home or in the hospital or nursing home please 

contact the parish office or Fr. Ihor directly, at the 

numbers noted, and we will be happy to visit. 

SANCTUARY LIGHT  burns eternally to in-
dicate the presence of the Holy Eucharist 

In the tabernacle.   

The Sanctuary light can be reserved ,  please con-
tact the office at 204-837-4180. 

God’s Blessings for your                    

Happiest Birthday 

Sam Szwaluk 

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА! 

Church will be open for private pray-

ers every day from 11 AM to 1 PM 

PRAYER VIGIL will be held every Fri-

day (11:00 am to 5:00 pm) thoughout 

Lent. Please come to pray for the 

needs of  St. Basil’s and your personal 

needs. 



4 

Pope Francis's homily at the extraordinary Urbi et Orbi 

“When evening had come” (Mk 4:35). The Gospel passage we have just heard begins 
like this. For weeks now it has been evening. Thick darkness has gathered over our 
squares, our streets and our cities; it has taken over our lives, filling everything with a 
deafening silence and a distressing void, that stops everything as it passes by; we feel it 
in the air, we notice in people’s gestures, their glances give them away. We find our-
selves afraid and lost. Like the disciples in the Gospel we were caught off guard by an 
unexpected, turbulent storm. We have realized that we are on the same boat, all of us 
fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us called to row 
together, each of us in need of comforting the other. On this boat… are all of us. Just like 
those disciples, who spoke anxiously with one voice, saying “We are perishing” (v. 38), so 
we too have realized that we cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but only together can we 
do this. 

It is easy to recognize ourselves in this story. What is harder to understand is Jesus’ atti-
tude. While his disciples are quite naturally alarmed and desperate, he stands in the 
stern, in the part of the boat that sinks first. And what does he do? In spite of the tempest, 
he sleeps on soundly, trusting in the Father; this is the only time in the Gospels we see 
Jesus sleeping. When he wakes up, after calming the wind and the waters, he turns to 
the disciples in a reproaching voice: “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” (v. 40). 

Let us try to understand. In what does the lack of the disciples’ faith consist, as contrast-
ed with Jesus’ trust? They had not stopped believing in him; in fact, they called on him. 
But we see how they call on him: “Teacher, do you not care if we perish?” (v. 38). Do you 
not care: they think that Jesus is not interested in them, does not care about them. One of 
the things that hurts us and our families most when we hear it said is: “Do you not care 
about me?” It is a phrase that wounds and unleashes storms in our hearts. It would have 
shaken Jesus too. Because he, more than anyone, cares about us. Indeed, once they 
have called on him, he saves his disciples from their discouragement. 

The storm exposes our vulnerability and uncovers those false and superfluous certainties 
around which we have constructed our daily schedules, our projects, our habits and prior-
ities. It shows us how we have allowed to become dull and feeble the very things that 
nourish, sustain and strengthen our lives and our communities. The tempest lays bare all 
our pre-packaged ideas and forgetfulness of what nourishes our people’s souls; all those 
attempts that anesthetize us with ways of thinking and acting that supposedly “save” us, 
but instead prove incapable of putting us in touch with our roots and keeping alive the 
memory of those who have gone before us. We deprive ourselves of the antibodies we 
need to confront adversity. 



5 

In this storm, the façade of those stereotypes with which we camouflaged our egos, al-
ways worrying about our image, has fallen away, uncovering once more that (blessed) 
common belonging, of which we cannot be deprived: our belonging as brothers and sis-
ters. 

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, your word this evening strikes us and 
regards us, all of us. In this world, that you love more than we do, we have gone ahead 
at breakneck speed, feeling powerful and able to do anything. Greedy for profit, we let 
ourselves get caught up in things, and lured away by haste. We did not stop at your re-
proach to us, we were not shaken awake by wars or injustice across the world, nor did 
we listen to the cry of the poor or of our ailing planet. We carried on regardless, thinking 
we would stay healthy in a world that was sick. Now that we are in a stormy sea, we im-
plore you: “Wake up, Lord!”. 

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, you are calling to us, calling us to faith. 
Which is not so much believing that you exist, but coming to you and trusting in you. 
This Lent your call reverberates urgently: “Be converted!”, “Return to me with all your 
heart” (Joel 2:12). You are calling on us to seize this time of trial as a time of choosing. 
It is not the time of your judgement, but of our judgement: a time to choose what matters 
and what passes away, a time to separate what is necessary from what is not. It is a 
time to get our lives back on track with regard to you, Lord, and to others. We can look 
to so many exemplary companions for the journey, who, even though fearful, have re-
acted by giving their lives. This is the force of the Spirit poured out and fashioned in 
courageous and generous self-denial. It is the life in the Spirit that can redeem, value 
and demonstrate how our lives are woven together and sustained by ordinary people – 
often forgotten people – who do not appear in newspaper and magazine headlines nor 
on the grand catwalks of the latest show, but who without any doubt are in these very 
days writing the decisive events of our time: doctors, nurses, supermarket employees, 
cleaners, caregivers, providers of transport, law and order forces, volunteers, priests, 
religious men and women and so very many others who have understood that no one 
reaches salvation by themselves. In the face of so much suffering, where the authentic 
development of our peoples is assessed, we experience the priestly prayer of Jesus: 
“That they may all be one” (Jn 17:21). How many people every day are exercising pa-
tience and offering hope, taking care to sow not panic but a shared responsibility. How 
many fathers, mothers, grandparents and teachers are showing our children, in small 
everyday gestures, how to face up to and navigate a crisis by adjusting their routines, 
lifting their gaze and fostering prayer. How many are praying, offering and interceding 
for the good of all. Prayer and quiet service: these are our victorious weapons. 
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 “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”? Faith begins when we realise we are in need of 
salvation. We are not self-sufficient; by ourselves we founder: we need the Lord, like an-
cient navigators needed the stars. Let us invite Jesus into the boats of our lives. Let us 
hand over our fears to him so that he can conquer them. Like the disciples, we will experi-
ence that with him on board there will be no shipwreck. Because this is God’s strength: 
turning to the good everything that happens to us, even the bad things. He brings serenity 
into our storms, because with God life never dies. 

The Lord asks us and, in the midst of our tempest, invites us to reawaken and put into 
practice that solidarity and hope capable of giving strength, support and meaning to these 
hours when everything seems to be floundering. The Lord awakens so as to reawaken 
and revive our Easter faith. We have an anchor: by his cross we have been saved. We 
have a rudder: by his cross we have been redeemed. We have a hope: by his cross we 
have been healed and embraced so that nothing and no one can separate us from his re-
deeming love. In the midst of isolation when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness 
and chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of so many things, let us once again 
listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living by our side. The Lord asks 
us from his cross to rediscover the life that awaits us, to look towards those who look to 
us, to strengthen, recognize and foster the grace that lives within us. Let us not quench 
the wavering flame (cf. Is 42:3) that never falters, and let us allow hope to be rekindled. 

Embracing his cross means finding the courage to embrace all the hardships of the pre-
sent time, abandoning for a moment our eagerness for power and possessions in order to 
make room for the creativity that only the Spirit is capable of inspiring. It means finding the 
courage to create spaces where everyone can recognize that they are called, and to allow 
new forms of hospitality, fraternity and solidarity. By his cross we have been saved in or-
der to embrace hope and let it strengthen and sustain all measures and all possible ave-
nues for helping us protect ourselves and others. Embracing the Lord in order to embrace 
hope: that is the strength of faith, which frees us from fear and gives us hope. 

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”? Dear brothers and sisters, from this place that 
tells of Peter’s rock-solid faith, I would like this evening to entrust all of you to the Lord, 
through the intercession of Mary, Health of the People and Star of the stormy Sea. From 
this colonnade that embraces Rome and the whole world, may God’s blessing come down 
upon you as a consoling embrace. Lord, may you bless the world, give health to our bod-
ies and comfort our hearts. You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith is weak and we are 
fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us at the mercy of the storm. Tell us again: “Do not be 
afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, together with Peter, “cast all our anxieties onto you, for you care 
about us” (cf. 1 Pet 5:7). 
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UCWLC News- March 23, 2020 

These past weeks have caught most people off guard with government and 
health directives changing sometimeson a daily basis. Our normal way of 

life has changed drastically and we don’t really know how long the measurespresently in 
place will continue.           We are unable to have our Palm Sunday Tea as scheduled, 
and our league meetings must also be suspendeduntil restrictions are lifted.                                                 
This may even include League Day at the end of May.We will notify our members when 
we are again able to meet.Until then - May our Lord Jesus Christ be with each of us 
throughout this difficult time, and may we use our time tostrengthen our faith and share it 
with others. I would like to share a prayer by Lynn Ungar that I received.  

         In Christ, Gwen Dankewich  

                                            Pandemic   

  

 

 

What if you thought of it  

as the Jews consider the Sabbath-  

the most sacred of times?  

Cease from travel.  

Cease from buying and selling.  

Give up, just for now,  

on trying to make the world  

different than it is.  

Sing. Pray. Touch only those  

to whom you commit your life.  

Center down.  

 And when your body has become still,  

Reach out with your heart.  

Know that we are connected  

In ways that are terrifying and beautiful.  

(You could hardly deny it now.)  

Know that our lives  

Are in one another’s hands.  

(Surely, that has become clear.)  

Do not reach out your hands.  

Reach out your heart.  

Reach out your words.  

Reach out all the tendrils  

Of compassion that move, invisibly,  

Where we cannot touch.  

Promise this world your love-  

for better or for worse,  

in sickness and in health,  

so long as we all shall live.   

    

   Lynn Ungar 



8 

       THE FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION      “How shall this be”…                                
“…And Mary said to the angel, 
‘How shall this be, since I have 
no husband?’ And the angel said 
to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born 
will be called holy, the Son of 
God. And behold, your kinswom-
an Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son; and this is 
the sixth month with her who 
was called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.’ And Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.’ And the angel departed from 
her.” (Lk 1: 34-38) 

The “mystery” or “sacrament” of the Virgin Birth, that is, of the Most Holy Virgin’s “vocation,” 
raises an understandable, human question: “How shall this be…?” It is similar to the question(s) 
raised by Nicodemus in John 3, when our Lord talks to him about another “mystery” or 
“sacrament,” of Baptism. Nicodemus asks: “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he en-
ter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” (Jn 3: 4) And our Lord’s response to 
Nicodemus, like the angel’s response to the Theotokos’s question, refers to the Holy Spirit, with 
Whom “nothing will be impossible.” As Christ explains to Nicodemus, “…Do not marvel that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born anew/from above.’ The Spirit blows where he wills, and you hear 
the sound of him, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is with every 
one who is born of the Spirit.” (Jn 3: 7-8) …But Nicodemus, somewhat differently from the The-
otokos, continues to ask, “How can this be?” (Jn 3: 9) 

          When I’m confronted with God’s “mysteries,” including the unexpected twists and turns 
of my “vocation,” now being lived in a locked-down Vienna with no public church-services, I 
might find myself asking, “How shall this be?” But let me be reminded that God, the Holy Spirit, 
does “blow” us in unexpected directions at times, as He wills, and that in Him “nothing will be 
impossible,” if only we let ourselves be carried by Him. So in the timeless words of Bob Dylan: 
“The answer, my friend, is blowing in the Wind; the answer is blowing in the Wind.” 

          Sr. Vassa 


