SAINT BASIL the GREAT
Ukrainian Catholic Parish

Парафія СВ. ВАСИЛІЯ ВЕЛИКОГО УГКЦ
202 HARCOURT STREET, WINNIPEG, MB R3J 3H3
Parish Office: 204-837-4180
Parish Hall: 204-889-9057
Rev. Fr. Ihor Shved о. Ігор Швед Cell: 431-996-2343
Email Address Stbasilpriest@gmail.com

SUNDAY AUGUST 4th, 2019

Father and Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, His
Beatitude Sviatoslav at a
meeting with the youth during
the national pilgrimage to
Zarvanytsia shared his advice
on how to enliven the Liturgy.

SUNDAY LITURGY
10:00 a.m. English
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
12:00 p.m. Ukrainian
Office Hours (Tues. & Thurs.)
11:00 am – 2:00 pm
CONFESSIONS Before Divine Liturgies
BAPTISM By appointment
FUNERALS By arrangement
MARRIAGES: By appointment at
least six months in advance

First of all, believes His Beatitude
Sviatoslav, in order to revive the Liturgy, we must be active participants in it. According to him, after the Second Vatican Council in the
Catholic Church and in other communities, in particular the
Protestant, there was a lot of discussion on this topic.
(read more on page 8)

WEBSITE: www.saintbasilwpg.ca
PARISH OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS:
parish@saintbasilwpg.ca
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS:
bulletin@saintbasilwpg.ca

Megan and Chrystyna on the Liturgy with His Beatitude Sviatoslav in Zarvanytsia
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SCHEDULE
Time

Feast or Intention, requested by

4 Aug., Sunday

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy for all parishioners

5 Aug., Monday

10:00 AM

No Divine Liturgy

6 Aug., Tuesday

10:00 AM

Feast of Transfiguration Divine Liturgy for all the parishioners
Blessing of the fruits.
Adult Catechism

7:00 PM
7 Aug., Wednesday

9:00 AM

Divine Liturgy for the soul of Rudy Labay offered by Dorothy Labay
and family

8 Aug,., Thursday

9:00 AM

Divine Liturgy

9 Aug., Friday

9:00 AM

Divine Liturgy

10 Aug., Saturday

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy for the souls of John & Ken Wasyliw offered by Rose
Wasyliw

11 Aug., Sunday

10:00 AM

Divine Liturgy for all the parishioners

Basic Guidelines for Reception of Holy Communion: You are a member of the Catholic Church; You have
participated in the Sacrament of Confession at least during the Easter or Christmas
seasons this past year if not more frequently; You attend Divine Services regularly;
Your lifestyle is consistent with the teachings of the Catholic Church; You have kept
the Liturgical fast—no food at least one hour prior to the Divine Liturgy (water and
medicine does not break the fast). You have been in church from the beginning of the
service, or at least heard the Gospel. To the best of your ability, you are in the state of
Grace. If for any of these or other reasons, you cannot receive Holy Communion, you
are welcome to come for a blessing. Please indicate to the priest that you would like to receive his blessing. For those who are divorced and living common-law, the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist cannot be
received. You are welcome to come for a blessing .
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God’s Blessings for your
Happiest Birthday

EPISTLE READERS:
Aug. 4—Katherine Dunsford

August 6 -Severyn Shved
August 8 - Helen Rannallo
August 9 - John Solomon

Aug. 11—Ed Yaskiw
Aug. 18—Martin Nechwediuk

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА!

USHERS & GREETERS
Aug 4 & 11—John & Edna Bazarkewich

GOD’S BLESSINGS FOR MANY MORE YEARS OF
LOVE & HAPPINESS HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Tatsa counters

Steve & Lavinia Novak

August—Andy & Linda Labay and Phyllis
Fedorchuk

Tony & Vicky Stastook

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА

DONATIONS – God bless you for supporting
your parish.
Sunday collection for July 28, 2019 was
$1838.00

SANCTUARY LIGHT
burns eternally to indicate the presence of
the Holy Eucharist in the tabernacle.

Church Custodians

Aug. 5 to 11—For the Soul of Steve Kolochuk offered by Betty Kolochuk & Family

August— James Wrubleski, Marilyn Slobogian &
Olga Twerdun

The Sanctuary light can be reserved , please
contact the office.

Dear Parishioners, Please contact me to help
clean the church for a month in 2019. Your early
attention would be greatly appreciated.

Condolences to Sonia Wawryk and family on

Diane Pinuta - Church Cleaning Chair

the passing of her brother Lawrence Osadec of
Sandy Lake, MB who passed away on July 9,
2019, Funeral to be held on August 17 at Holy
Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church in Sandy Lake.

Upcoming Events
Life’s Vision sponsoring HIKE FOR LIFE on September 28, 2019 on Muriel Str. & Portage Ave.
More details to follow.—Pastoral Committee

Вічная пам’ять!
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Dormition of the Theotokos

Immaculate
Conception Church
& Grotto Of
Cooks Creek

Pilgrimage
65th Anniversary
1954- 2019

Aug 16,17 & 18, 2019
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Friday , August 16, 2019
6:00 PM Rosary Led by Winnipeg Archeparchy UCWLC
7:00 PM Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian)
Blessing of Water, Blessing of Flowers, Anointing for Healing
8:00 PM Fellowship - Cake & Coffee
9:30 PM Akathist to the Mother of God (In the Grotto)
Overnight Campfire & Campout -- Bring a Tent or Camper

Saturday, August 17, 2019
9:00 AM Campers Breakfast for Overnight Campers
10:00 AM Way of the Cross in the Grotto
11:00 AM Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Flowers,
Anointing for Healing (English)
Lunch Available following Divine Liturgy
Hamburgers & Hotdogs
5:30 PM BBQ Hamburgers & Hotdogs
6:30 PM Feature Film
“The Song of Bernadette”
Overnight Campfire & Campout -- Bring a Tent or Camper

Sunday, August 18, 2019
8:00 AM Morning Snack for Pilgrimage Walkers
8:30 AM Youth Led Pilgrimage Walk (4 miles)
10:45 AM Panakhyda Service & Blessing
at the Grave of the Very Rev. Philip Ruh
11:30 AM Procession to The Grotto
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (Bilingual)
Blessing of Flowers, Anointing for Healing
Lunch Available following Divine Liturgy
Confession available during all services
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GROTTO IN COOKS CREEK
“DIVINE INSPIRATION”
Why is there a replica Grotto of Lourdes, France in Cooks Creek of all places?
One must look at the history of the Priest & Architect of the Immaculate Conception
Church of Cooks Creek, Father Philip Ruh. Father Ruh arrived in Cooks Creek in late 1929. The
parishioners of Cooks Creek had petitioned Bishop Ladyka to have Father Ruh sent to Cooks
Creek to build a new church, replacing two smaller Ukrainian Catholic churches, St. John the
Baptist and St. Nicholas, which had been damaged by a storm and were being outgrown by the
number of settlers arriving in the area. Construction started in 1930 and this was a 22 year project that Father Ruh undertook, finishing in 1952. This was how Father Ruh ended up in Cooks
Creek in the first place, but why would he construct a Grotto?
When one looks at Father Ruh’s heritage we find he was not from Ukraine or of
Ukrainian descent. He was from Bickenholtz, Alsace-Lorraine [then part of the German
Empire] near Strasbourg, France. Father Ruh while studying to become a Roman
Catholic priest first visited Lourdes, France then at least twice more after his ordination. There
he witnessed the power of faith and was deeply impressed by the story of Bernadette, the
young girl who moved the hearts of millions of Catholics. After being ordained a Roman Catholic
priest (Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate), he was asked to convert to the eastern rite and
spent nearly three years in Ukraine learning the language, culture and Divine Liturgy. He then
embarked on his mission to the new country. Father Ruh became a prolific builder of many
churches. After finishing his church in Cooks Creek in 1952, the first ever International Marian
Year was declared by Pope Pius XII in 1954. Father Ruh rededicated his Cooks Creek Parish (still
named St. John The Baptist) in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary, renaming it to the Immaculate
Conception Church. He then embarked on his life’s dream and last great architectural project, a
shrine like the one he had seen so many years before in Lourdes. Thus in 1954 construction was
begun and the first annual Pilgrimage in Cooks Creek was held. By 1960, however, he was diagnosed with cancer. For two years, enduring his illness, he worked whenever he could. The
Grotto was Father Ruh's dream. He did not live to see it completed. He died in October, 1962
and was buried in the cemetery beyond the Grotto. His memory and dream does live on,
though. The Knights of Columbus, St. Josaphat Council #4138 pledged to Father Ruh as he was
dying, that they would co-ordinate the volunteers and complete his dream, the Grotto of Cooks
Creek. As we celebrate this 65th annual Pilgrimage we are reminded the Lord does indeed work
in mysterious ways. Of all places for Father Ruh to realize the construction of his Lourdes Grotto,
it became a reality in Cooks Creek!!!
News from the Chancellor: PLAN FOR MAXIMUM COOKS CREEK PARTICIPATION WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
Lord help us that we do not allow personal or collective apathy or lethargy prevent us from promoting the restoration of the Archeparchial Cooks Creek Pilgrimage to its glory days. The goal is
6

not glory, but the spiritual renewal that our Archeparchy surely needs (as does the Church in
general) at this time. Clergy and Laity alike benefit from a sincere pilgrimage at which sacrifice
and reward are key experiences, as well as, prayer and grace. The servant of God, Fr. Ruh, and
the handful of poor but loyal and faith-filled parishioners that supported him, left us the amazing
sacred site of the Cooks Creek “cathedral and grotto”. Although the site in recent years has
somewhat fallen away from a continuous pilgrimage site, it has, for the last 65 years (!) served as
the go-to place for the Annual Archeparchial Dormition Pilgrimage! This year, the 65th year!, the
Pilgrimage weekend will take place from Friday to Sunday August 16-18!
Those concerned about compromising the Sunday services in their home parish need not
worry. The parishioners at Cooks Creek have promised to return any and all envelopes from other parishes to the home parish for which they were intended (not that they would mind if you
also dropped a few extra toonies for the pilgrimage effort…). As for cancelling or moving the Sunday Liturgy time in home parishes so that the clergy and the majority of parishioners can make it
to Cooks Creek – also not a worry as the grace with which the Lord will bless all pilgrims will be
brought back to the home parish and will be a blessing for the home parish. Attending the Cooks
Creek Pilgrimage is truly a “win-win”.
Pope Francis quotes about pilgrimages and pilgrims…. And this is what Cooks Creek is all
about!...
Expression of Faith: “Going on pilgrimage… is one of the People of God’s most eloquent expressions of faith, and it manifests the piety of generations of people who have humbly believed
and entrusted themselves to the intercession of the Virgin Mary and the Saints.”
Coming Home: “…pilgrims bring with them their own history, their own faith, and the light and
dark features of their own life. Everyone bears in his or her heart a special hope and a particular prayer. Those who enter a shrine immediately feel at home, welcomed, understood,
and supported.” “Pilgrims who arrive at a shrine are often tired, hungry, thirsty.... So often
this physical condition reflects that of the interior. …. It is important for pilgrims who cross
the threshold of the shrine to feel treated more as family members than guests. They must
feel at home, awaited, loved and looked upon with eyes of mercy….”
Reconciling our Life with the Lord: “A shrine is truly a privileged space to meet the Lord and
physically touch His mercy. To confess in a shrine is to have the experience of physically
touching the mercy of God.”
“Those who approach the confessional do so because they are penitent, they regret their sins.
They feel the need to approach. They clearly sense that God does not condemn them, but welcomes them and embraces them like the father of the prodigal son, in order to restore their filial
dignity
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"There was a whole trend that began to treat the liturgy as a show. But then it became clear that the
spectacle was a one-day fly. And the priest in such a liturgy-performance was supposed to act as a showman. And then they saw that such a revival of the Liturgy did not lead to a better experience of God,"
said the Primate.His Beatitude Sviatoslav gave two pieces of advice, which he received as a seminarian
from his spiritual father Lubomyr Husar. "These tips have personally helped me a lot. The first thing he
said - go to the Divine Services as a meeting. Not as a performance, but as a meeting ... We go to the Liturgy, not only to learn something there, to get some information, but to meet God. Moreover, to meet
God Who wants to serve me. For Divine Liturgy is a moment when He descends from Heaven to serve
me. Therefore, we call it the Service of God," convinces His Beatitude Sviatoslav.
And the second piece of advice: "Go to a meeting with God with this mood: 'God wants to say something
to me, and I have to hear.' Believe me, if you go to the Service of God as to something new and different each time, God will speak to you. For the Lord God speaks. There are no two identical Divine Liturgies," says the spiritual leader of Ukrainians.
"And when you go out of worship, ask yourself: 'What did God say to me today?' You will see that you
will come out of such a meeting with a full heart and a special word that God says to you," says His Beatitude Sviatoslav.
The UGCC Department for Information
UCWLC NewsGlory to Jesus Christ!

Immaculate Conception Church and Grotto is celebrating the 65th Anniversary of
Cook’s Creek Pilgrimage from Aug. 16-18th.
Following are listed some of the program for the early part of the evening, please see
the poster on the bulletin board for the full schedule.
Friday August 16th the Rosary will be led by the Winnipeg Archeparchy UCWLC at 6 pm.
7 pm Divine Liturgy will be celebrated, followed by the Blessing of Water, Blessing of Flowers and
Anointing for Healing.
8 pm refreshments and fellowship

9:30 pm – Akathist to the Mother of God on the Grotto
We hope all our parishioners will treat themselves to this beautiful and prayerful evening.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Call and visit our many parishioners that are ill or experiencing varous challenges in life.
Remember: If anyone wishes to receive the Sacraments at home or in the hospital or nursing home please
contact the parish office or Fr. Ihor directly, at the numbers noted, and we will be happy to visit.
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